 Devs 13. 14- Thou ſbalt therefore inquire , and mike yrs and ake mo 
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ſhonld'- bee ſuch. For thoſe abominationt were the 

'Canaa) dr from before theme, and atterly 

frogs Lague Manaſſeth, 2 Cron. 33.6.which 
wickedneffe of his. wir SG abhorred of God,” as in his diſt 
pleaſure hee mentions it wany yearts after by Jeremy, as rauſe 
of removing the Tewes fromtheir land,and ſoleading them a- 
way captive. into a firange land , Ter, 1 $. 4, 5. Tdola- 
ters onght-to dye, as in Exod: 22.20. and 32. 28, 29. Nay in- 
ticers to Idolatrie.Deut. 13.9. becauſe they worſhip Devills, - 
Pfal.:06.37. x Cor. 10: 20. Revel. 9. 20. But Witches wor- 
ſhip Devills, they inoncate them, crave helpe of them, worke 

x and doe thew homage , ſacrifice to theom, and they 
' doit not to / pos aye and ſo mediately to the Devill, 
07 other 1dolaters any but immediately to the Devill 
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for the di \h overy of ſuch as beguilty, then by the wardof God, .: 
_ there ought. For how many are there now a« paar hurgrooy ; 

- be contented to paſſe bj.meny of them/\at Megicianr;Negro-- 
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with Nabuchadnezer and Belſhazzar, Ia. 47. A 


an Angell of light, 2 Cor, 13. Therefore hee not teach his 
ſervants to feigne holrneſſe Jo rn be theſe in many reſe®s | 


Pts. 5 that I ſball make it plainely appeare, that Tneither 
formerly, in any of my proceedings concerning this matter, 
or in penning of this ayme at mine owne private ends rather 
then the publique good, for that I ſhall diſcover, ſo far forth 
as T at able, or at leaſt, as civility and modeſtie ſhall give - 
- way; yet Tam not ignorant how dangerous it is for me to pitt 
. mny ſelfe ſo farre forth into the Seaof common opinion, and 1 
_ cannot ſee that by reaſon of the ſhelverand rocks of in  JUricus 
conceits which are ready to be found on every: hand Iamlihe 
to paſſe any adv-nture'5heving had experience already how 
forward many bee in taking part with many of thoſe who 
have been detefted to promote them forward totake the leaſt 
_ advantage by ſuit of law, thereby to aquitt themſelves, whine - 
as many times it hath fallen out otherwiſe, and been a- 
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| unto the even. 
bis owne chi x Tobn 3. 10. FN ah 
. bis child, : he willdoe the Infts of bis Father, 
in $44 wed haco dee oe hin ing as well azin another, for 
' menlovedarkeneſle Gon Rake, lon 3 19- Yea, padnewralty 
are given to.worke. gp wie even with grecedineſle, ſo capti- 
vated are-they to their luſts, Epbeſ. 4, 19. For$aan hath. his wiles, 
oy oy meters bog 2+ x1- bis depths and policies. Revel.2. 
is ſnares to catch peopleat unawares. 3 Tim.3-7. 2 Tim. 2.26. 
god being thus furniſhed, hee dare ſet upon any, yea upon our 
viour Chriſt hinſclfe, to ſolicic him, yea, andto a moſt execrable 
, even to have Chriſtto fall domarng topeorilyp. bim a 


Devill, Met. 4 for he watcheth keth occalions,.- 
and theleaſt offer he eſpiech jos quickly teahe the ſame, and ſo 
prevaileth often, not only with the = and ſottiſh, bar wich the 
——_ ſpicits ralyp it witts many times. For man beeing given 
- over to his unrul 10N, i8 violent, inconfiderate and vehenent- 
ly greedy to havehis defired ends, by what meanes ſoever he can at- 
taine them 5 which _—_ him ſeeke meanes of the Devill cohe-- 
| come injoyer of his inordinate defires , regarding more the ha- 
ving of his preſent will , than reſpeſting his future ſtate af- 
ap wIS 1s more raken up to obtaine what he liketh for the bay ow 
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ee Devil hi Moone: 


imſelfe, and where 
ob 


- cannot comeathim, argc very poten licence how God .an | 
that onely fora tryall. The Ar s of God doe alſo pichtthei 
peuradoron & fach, Pſal-34. yea, have cha e-over chend to | 
chemin their waies, Pſak 91. 11,12: Andes ave religions dutiesin 
our families : and as th2 Apoſtle faith, to pray coninaſſy 1 Theſ./. 
.5. And as Saint James tellgehi ns, Fam. 5. 16; that' che dl 
No RE man evailcth mach ir be fervent, Davel " pen. | 
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- erve God openly in.the Tabernacle, but retumed bometo blefſe bis 
ouſe, 2 Sam..6.20, And 7 b every-day faccificedto God, and ſan- 


« - 


Aikied his children and family.7ob 3.5. And. God gave:to. Iſrael a 
law-to ſanftinie their. houtes. And ſo going ever well, artned 

inſ theſe rulers of darkeneſle, devills and evill ſpirits, furniſhed 
with-the heavenly farnicare and ſpicituall weapons,of which the A- 
 polileſpeaketh, Epb. 6.44. 18. and. being thus qualified, andarmed, 
cotruſt in God only, who will oa thee under the ſhadow; of his 


is no inchantment in Jacab, norany Divination again . It is 
the Lord,let him doe what im 2Sam, 15-26. I. is 


that Satan needes no prevokerts ſet him forward, as the Scripture 


may devoure, 1 Pet.y.8. Heisready(ifG e- 
ſpirit in the mouth of Ababs Prophets to ſeduce him, + Ling 90+ 
to beguile ; and that the people which brought the poſſefled co our 


the executioner of his diſpleaſure without any meanes of. a Witch, 
as among the Egyptians, hefent evill Angells, F/al.7$.49. between 
Abimelech and the Sichemites, Judg.9-23. So upon Saplyx Sam-16,35. 
Andſo we reade of a Legion ſentby Chriſt into the heard of ſwin, 
Mat. 5, 12. Thus we ſee Devills immediately; ſent from Ged with- 
out any. inſtigation of Witches. And therefore conclude: thatall is 
from the Devill by Gods permiſſion, and that there ate no Witches 
atall.But whoſoever thoubeeſt chat art of this opinion,& although - 
many. have gone about to prove that there are: no Witches 2 yet bes. 
ſides'the former reaſon, the; contrary tenet, is-undeniable true, that 
there are Witches. , | En Ty | 
Firft, from the lawes that God himſelfe hath-made. againſi;them. 
Firſt, in forbidding the practice of . VVitch-erafc, and'that none a- 
moneſt his ſbould be V Vitches, VVizzards, Negromancers and ſuch - 
like, Deut.18, 10,11,12. Secondly = forbidding any to go to them, 
its . 
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| i he Gofpel preach.y 
ppinion 4m there are Wirches in other Os 
46 notar all, or very little regarded, but where the 
Golpel is faiekifull; y preached as with ns in England and Scotland, &c. 
nn arenort any, no not fince the comming of our Saviour: - - 
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Tanfwer that ifany: nina ir appear chat rags frees 
_ vsfrom finne, more then the Law did our- forefathers, that they it 
be ſo. But the Goſpell frees us. not, and therefore we are 
e to have ſuch miſcreants | us as our Forefatherr. 
Forwe areas ihul ain theme of he on RH remains 


[f meat 
Gon on or fy 


ſuch in! their loxre! 


Fer gee ele © $a 56: ck ef ke do younot 
conceive ge np ace ftill ſfach remaining : among yo yea 
certainly there "= and Witches. likewiſe. -- . 
- But you will BE dorh.nor yer plainly appear tobe fo fince 
on Goſpell, tho theſe finnes ſtil} remain, for the Devil needs 
provoker as before, for he can, if Gad-permir; -trouble 
es cati bereave ane of his wits, Apd.cua bergan ick,' deaf} 
Fr and blind, bowthe body together, thine tia uce bea- 
ble to life up. himſelf, hs can.even hl inand poſſefle; any wally 


a 2 © AL" COnfrew: 5 dr bd eh 71 00 everyof With oſt. 
| _— Ct Kettachy gs and'work cther effe&s. Of all 
. which you may read in-Marth.9.32 and 12-22-and 15 22.and 17. 15. 
Mark 1-23 and5v5,7.afid-7 26:ard 9.17,18,19,20, 22,25,26z0d-in 
Luke 4-35-and7;2: and $8:29,39.and 17. 74. and13.11,-16. and can 
eater into chileren, Luke'13: 16. young folks, Mark 7.726. Men, Mark 
5-1;2:3- women, Luke 13. 16.Matt. the 15.22. Yea through che per- 
millionofGod,ſfuch as'be the ele&'of God: Job 1. ard 2. 'K daught-r 
of Alirabams:Euke 13-11. &Mary Magdalene;Lake 7.2.& can counter- 
Feit the reſemblance of an holy man, i Sam.2$.12.14-19.yea and for 
alongtime;Luks8:27 from a child cill onebe grown up,Mark, 9.21. 
even eighteen yeares, Luke 13.16. andſo we teade in Lake 7.2. of 
feven Devills in one at pc more = Jy: hoe at a " Do 
jon,Mark $-9;16,T4-a ametimes ordis pleaſed to end 
; dons executioners of his diſpleaſure, as is before d. 
_ +: Tothis] anfwer;andgranticfor truth, and not co « cep Ve ed, bat 
. yet notwithilanding alfthis, there are Wirches likewiſe, an Fextne 
Devill doth ali his, and more if God ermit, for in Gen-3-We nay 
Jearne here that the Devill may enter into a dumbcreature, & come | 


out ofche ſarye; ytrer's voice inell ble,% offer confe 
Juodecere is our Feder ore og 
e to decetve By, ain 


cr velſelt roconfer with) "bir > hs nk es no 
lately dete&ed; hecliooferh ſuch» creatures as they. Ba, yes are 
moſt addifted to, 45 you hall hereafter find by their confeſſions, by 
the ſeverall ſhapes he-appear Ig: NEG rae TAN there,ic 
was apow a]tperſwatior' RF One, chlo york by. 
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ſhall find they were ſuch as Pharaob called to him, as in the. before 
- mentioned ;who with their incharitments did the like asMoſes 
one. So 
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4 Confirmation and Diſcovery of Witchcraft. © 7 
- So you may read of Elmy the Sorcerer, A4..13.8. who reſiſted 
the Apoſtles in the time of the Goſpell. | 
Solikewiſe in 47. $ 9. you ſhall read of Simon Mapys a-iorcerer, 
to whom in the 10 verſe it is ſaid, they al! gave heed from the leaſt 
to the greateſt,” ayipy,this man 1s t' e preat power of God, For in 
the 11. verſe its is ſaid, becauſe chat of long time he had bewitch- 
ed them with ſorcerics,and in the 13 verſe we read he wasbaptiſed, 
but read the 20, 21,22, and you ſhall read what Peter (aid to him, 
and ſv read no more of him in all the New Teſtament. 

Alf in the Rev.21.8. yourmay read how Sorcerers ſhall with o- 
ther ſinners there reckoned up, have their part in the Jake which 
burneth with fire and brimſtone. . | | 

And ſo likewiſe we read in the Epiſtle of Jude the Apoſile ſpeak- 
ing there of falſe Teachers, whick were crept inco the Church to 
ſeduce them, for whoſe damnable doQrine and manners, horrible 
ly 1114” was prepared, in the 11. verſe pronounceth woe un- 
to them, for they have gone in the way of Cain, and ranne greedily . 
after the error of Balaam, by which we may plainly ſee that there 
were Witches in the time of the Goſpel, and after the coming and 
aſcenſion of our Savionr, and do any doube then,. whether there 
be any now? do any think that we be free from ſuch, where ſinne 

and ignorance beſides ſo much abounds ? or do you'defire to have 
' proof of Witches fincethen, you ſhall have enough of rheir con- 
eſſions to make this evident, beſides the relations of learned -men 
writing concerning Witchcraft. But if you would but tightly ob- 
fervethatplace in 2. Tim.3.1 and ſo onto the 8.you ſhall find that 
in the laſt dayes ſball 'come perillous times, &c. And in the $:. 
verſe it isſaid, And as Fannes and Fambres withitood Moſes, ſo do 
thoſe al(o refiſt the truth. FerooinS om may ſee plainly that there 
ſhould be ſuch to the latter end, befides in divers other places ſpeak- 
ing expreflely of Witchcraft ; as 1. Timt.4- 1. and Fude 18. - 
ikewiſeof the Pythoneſſe which brought her miſtris much gain -. 
Acts 16:16.Alſo in- Rev 21.8. And ſo] might nominatedivers other 
places,for thoſe which remain doubtful] either of being bewitched 
or of Witches themſelves , but becauſe their own cenfeſſionsclear 
this evidently, befides the forenamed places,I proceed to diſtinguiſh 
between thoſe called bad Witches,and thoſe called white or good 
Witches, which is cafily to be diſcerned and known. | 
But yet 1 ſay all Witches be gp and ought to. ſuffer alike, being 
| 3 _ both 


| get in 


FM {Co vfirwation ana d Diſto1 Rs; of "Bitch raft. | 
ewich che Devill: for IE uneculy 
And therefore 


called, aſw Aphery opmps cither open or 

' I conclude, allthat be in open league with the Devill:oughr co 
die. 'And the Scripture maketh mention onely of cen ſorts, which 
 ſpeakes rather of thoſe called the good, which the warld ſo much 
119nm$after,then the other. oben Firſt in Deut, 18. 


| 10,2 Kings 17-1.0f a Diviner things to come. Such the 


cople delightedIn and conſulted ef. 27. 9. Exch, 21. 22. 
ach ati one was Balaem, Toſe113« 9 | 
Secondly, We read in Deut- 18, 10. of an Obſerver of thee, 


or Soothfayer, one which OE the ener could alfo 
foretell ſomething. -To the people. give care, - 
er. 27. lh a Sal va doſe, 2m) Sek rn 


FoFyay wn bred as gnome wry of 
lots before him- Ofthis Manaſſes alſo was guilty , . Gi-3 33+6. 
Fo which mighebe added that in Hefter. 3. 7-andyg. 
"Fourthl Fe ens De 3 IO. LE: Pe 12. ofs Mogidas 
ne that could deere the 
ochrvſebnich. 
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in pantera fs Book lr For pur on 
 quive of pho Such.an one was. the Witch of Ender ; Sew.28. 
Such an one was the Pythanefle-which brought her, Miftris mach 
£2ine ,. Affs 16 In 1{c--29: 4: called a Whiſperer. To: ſuch the 
people. bad reguard, Lev«'19. 21. and incouraged one another 
. Serechly » wee readin Dent:1$- 11. of a Wizzacd ; » Sam. 23. - 

5 "Ong alſe which-could faretsll ſome things,! and ſo. called far 
his or her foreknowledge ;' a now we'terme them 2 wile man, or. 
2a wiſe woman. Aﬀer this fort the people ſaughr alſo, Lev. 194318 
. and20.6. Eighthly, 
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' AUNfrmatione and Diſeovery of Witeheraſh, © 
' Eighthly, we read In Dea 19: 4x. of a Nepromancer, 'one that 
Cabs At lr rad 2s Wo 752:10 pho \ 
Ninthly, we'read in 7/2 1 9.3% of a VVhiſperer, with ſecrer 
or {oft words , as 'our white VVitches doe; indeavouring to 
- help man-or beaſt; To thele the --£y yptiars ſought after, as they did 
to their Idolls 5 as In the aft forementioned' place is expreſſed. 
Theſe are now { as 1 have read) tranſlated Charmers. 
Tenthly,we read in Exod. '$: 11. of ſuch as Pharaob ſought to, 
as we call them ters, ers, beguiling the eye-fight, 'Some 
hold them wo be caſters of Nativicies, which tell people their for- 
tuneby the me of their birth: Theſe areonely expreſſed in the + 
Old Teſtament : But the New ſpeaketh , as 1 may fay', onely in 
generall againſt VViech-crafe , which comprehends all the ten a- 
rementioned. And therefore it cannot be-deriyed , beſides their 
confeſſions herafter herein exprefſed;but that there are ſluch'to this 
time,and that they all oughr to ſuffer alike, which have made 2n 
feague with the Devill. An art ſo execrable, to renonnce 
God, and to betake themſelves to the Devill,- as for this thing 
. onely they deſerve death in the higheſt degree > for the Law of 
God faith without — Thou ſhalt not ſuffer a VVitch to 
Ive, Exod. 22. 18: If a Witch juſtly;conviRted, Death is due to fach 
an one, Levit. 20. 27. For, for thoſe abominations the Lord ut- 
terly deſtroyed the Canaanites, and plagued ge which wick- 
nel of his was ſo abhorred of God, as in his diſpleaſure hee 
mentioned it many yearcs after , as a'cauſe of removing © the 
Fewes from their Land, and of leading them away captive into a 
Land, Fer. 15. 4. And did not good King Fofiad put ſuch 
ſores todeath, that he might fulfill the Law? 2 Kings 23. 24. Ard 
ſo.did Saul, Sam. 28. Nay , hath not the Lord threatned greet 
9 me inthe aforementionedplaces? - Yea, and doth he nct 
the Pr promiſe to cut off VVitch+crafts and Soothſay- 
ers, when he intends to blefſe a Nation ? Mich.'5. 12. 4; 2) 
Now, who they be that make this exprefle or open league, are. 
both ſorts. But for the hurting and curſing VVitch , there is bur 
one ſoft. AN which makes this expreſſe or open league; and they 
doe it onely for miſchief, though ſeverall wayes': for they take 
their Familiars; Some for one miſchief, ſome for another. V Vhen 
as there be two ſorts of the other ; the one in exprefſe and opcn 


league, for ſo I tearme it, though made never fo ſecret, becauſe ic 
: is 


is dane by conference wich the Devill; And the other is by im- 
plicie, a Ho Es onely by confdenoein believing, tha ſuch 
orſauch athing ſh; Ipeondec fuch,, or ſich an effe&t, Now the 
firſt of theſe ewo have Familiars, as well as, the other, , or at leaſt 
-abrand, by which Roy be known anddiſcerned by , as well 
as the firſt. Some to ſet ſpells 3 Some Charmes 3 Someto cure dil- | 
- eales ſeverall mopes z either by words, or waſhing clothes, or a 


Anoynting the Inſtrument . which toe O00 bg th 
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; wounds Some ongly by Uying In,oNt EE OT 
Jing and faying ſuperſticious words, .or forme of prayers,. ubng 
Pre nw yg bad ends; Some by-both ; Some by berbes ;; Some 
to know where ſtolengoods be , either by raifing che Devill, or 
Familiar Spirits ; Some onely by words, and ſo likewiſe the ſame 
for loſt gagds, or. manorbealt, and to bring them againe 3 and 
foby.many ſuch like wayes and mcanes doe theſe worke. by :: Yer 
many times chey-erre, all of theſe; For the Devill cannot per- 
formehis promiſes at all times. So that it is not to be queſtioned, 
but all theſe ſorts are ia league wich the Devill. For it is not to 
be doubted, but before any of them'can have-power / to doe any 

| thing, againſt, or for any parry; or haveany- deſired ends effe- 
.Cte ("ty Roi expreſſe.or implicitis firſt made; bee it.expreſſe 
then confirmed ; but for che Confirmation hereof their confeſli- 
ons will make it platqely appeare , andplaine proofes and reafons 
for the other, : 4x they confidently craſt that-their defices ſhall 

 -beeffe&t:d accordingly to their beliefe , as the curing Witches 
: doe of them which.come to them for help. All which I will make 
Plainely appeare, when 1 cometo ſpzake how they may beknown. 
For here ſome may firſt demand of mee what ſorts of people they 
be of eicher ſorts? : ' | ; 
-. Fanſwer, as for the firſt fort moſt women , and for the other 
* maſt men.. And albeic there be of both/ſorts of both; + as Elimas 
"the Sorcerer, and-Simon Mays, and ſo likewiſe. Balaam., and the 
Witch of Endor,z and .of theſe young, middle, and old age, of 
which inftances may be given; Yet of Witches in generall , there 
be commonly more women'then- men. This is evident. _ 
"Firſt, from Gods Lawagainſt Witches, Exod.22. 1n the femi- 
nine gender, preſtigiatticem ne ſinito vivere. 
Second!y; from Sauls ſpeech, when he ſaid, Seeke one out, 
a woman that hath a tamiliar ſpirit, Sam.28 7.1.Chren, 10 13,7 4- 
in naming a woman andnot a man. * Thirdly, | 
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© AConfirmation and Diſcovery of Witcherafti "tx <3 
| Thirdly, from experience it is found true here, and'in all 
Countries, eſpecially of harting Witches, that they; are' moſt in - 
number, as appeares by their owneconfeſſions; with the ſtories 
and relations even from theſe in our owne Kingdome. As of 
thoſe of Burton-Old, where there met above foureſcore at a time ; 
And at Tilbrooke buſhes in Bedfordſbier, necre adjacent to Catworthz 
in Huntinggenſheir, where there met above twenty ar one'time , as 
Fobn Whynick and others confeſſed whoſuffered ac Huntington laſt 
May was two yeares': As alſo by the confeſſions of ſome' others 
which ſuffered at Northampton not long before 3 So likewiſe were 
thoſe which met at Manningtree in Eſſex, as Elizabeth Clarke, 
and Arne Leech confeſſed ', and thoſe which were condemned, 
there being about twenty eight, at Chelmsford, in the ſummer 
1645. were ( as remember ) allwomen. And thoſe | at By+ 
rie Saint Edmunds, where fixtie _—_ were ( as | likewiſe remem- 
ber ) condemmed, moſt women , All at one Goale delivery, in the 
' ſammer 1645. Sol could nominate farre more inſtances in other 
places , and of about two hundred executed: fince” the faid May, 
1645- in the ſeverall Counties aforementioned, the women farre 
exceeded the men in number. And-as I have read, thoſe in 
Lancaſbeire, where ninteene aſſembled, and but two men, and that 
th oſe that bewitched the Earle of Rutland were women ; and that 
thoſe of Warboyes were women, and but one man. Women there 
fore withour- go_ exceed men , eſpecially of the hurting 
Witches ; but for the other, 1 have knowne more men, arid have 
+ heard ſuch as have gone to them ſay,almoſt generally they be men, 
and ſo likewiſe finde them to be ſo in Authors , which fpeake of 
ſuch, /and never knew any women queſtioned in that 'way but 
men, and of them as hitherto not many ; For as before, men ra- 
ther uphold them, and ſay, why ſhould any man be queſtioned 
for doing good ; but I am certaine the word of God is con- 
trary. . ek Es | 
Ni ow, why it ſhould be that women exceed ren in this kiud, 1 
will not ſay,that Satans ſetting upon theſe rather then man is, or 
like to be, becauſe of his unhappy onſer and proving with Eve; 
. or their more credulous nature, and apt-to bee miſled , for that 
| they becommonly impatient, and being diſpleaſed more malici- 
ous , and ſo more apt to revenge according to their power, and 
thereby more fit inſtruments for _ Devill; or that,becauſe they 
| | | be 
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But as Saint F au/ faith, VVicchcrafe being amongſt the fruics 
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es. found- upan ker , which Impes ( (be 
Gid)oame like Mice; the one white, which the called Birds; bring | 
theleaftstho other gray,which tbe Feates,which Impe asked 
her tadenye Gad and Chriſt, and:told: bo wonſd ſhe-ſboald 
riever Want, but ſbeſaid (he theri refuſed? Whereypon (lhe fai 
her mother asked her to give her. ſoule from God 'to the- Devil], 
which( ſhe faid ) tbe likewiſe refuſed : but as ſhe was going to bed, 
elther upon. apaire- of ſtaires, order, her- niochey pulled her 
back in much danger of hev lite, and confeſſed many other things 
thenmoreat large. But for her- ignorance fhe- was ſaved ar firlt, 
when her mother ſuffered, yer afterward, notwithſtanding this, 
_- andherrefuling chaſe temptations, ſheconfelled, ſhe did«make a 
- Leagye and Covenant with: the Devill, and ſealed it with her 
bloud, andimployed chaſe lmpes,, to the much prejudice of her 
Ws 2ot ; 


ry. | | 
the likenefſe of a man, in blackiſh cloathing , bit had cloven ſeer, 


* her, if the would be ruled by him ſhe ſhould never want , bur 
ſhould have whatſhe-defired , and brought her two others rhe 
third time he-came, which (theſaid:)fhe called Grizzel,, and Gree« 
digyt , for ſo:(ſheſaid ) they called themſelves, and chatthoſe, af- 
ter ſhee had conſented to the other his demands, and confirmed 
the Covenant , ſhecould and did imploy as ſhee then further 
Peace, and ſome of the miſchicfes ſhe had done. Ennumerable of 
theſe inſtances I could nominate in many of their Confeſſions, as 

you ſhall finde in ſoine of tholefollowing. Bur | defire to Anſwer 

one obje&ion before | proceed further (that is) ſome lay, and 
many will and doe ſay ; Bat you watched them, and kept them 
from meat,drinke,or Are! (= made them ſay whae you would, 
A very unnaturall part ſo to uſe Chriſtians. T anfiver ſo it were. But 
I never knew any deprived of meat, drinke or reſt, - but 'had what 
was fitting till chey were carried before ſome Jaſticeof Peace robe 
examined , and had provifionto reſt upon, as bolſters, pilowes, 
or Cuſhions, and ſuch like, ifthey were kept where no beds were; 
yet I doe notdeny bat atfirſt, ſome were kept two,three, or foure 
dayes, perchance ſomewhat bafer , but then ir hath been, either 
when no pr of Peace was neere, or when the witneſſes againft 
ther could not goe ſooner, but then they have had beds, and for 
other proviſion, 1 never knew any kept , of what ranke or qua- 
lity ſoever, bur that they had better proviſion , either meare or 

.drinke,then at their own, bouſes.' For the watehing,itis not to uſe 

violence, or extremity to force them to confefſe ; but'onely the 
keeping is, firſt, to ſee whether any of their ſpirits , or familiars 
come to or neere them; forl have found, that if thetime be come, 
the ſpirit or Impe ſo called ſhould come, it will be either viſibfe 
or inviſible , if viſible, then it may bee diſcerned by thoſe in the 
Roome, if inviſible, then by = party. Secondly , it is-for this 

-] | 2 end 


E nd alſo,' that if the parties which watch them be ſo carefullthac 
none come vilible, nor invilible but may be diſcerned, it they 
follow their direQions 5 then: the party preſently atter the time 
cheir Familiars ſhould hrave come,if they faile, will preſently:con- 
feſle., for then they thinke they will eicher come no morez'or at 

--. Thirdly, it is alſo to the end, that Godly: Divines and o- 
thers might diſcourle with them, and idle perfons be kept from 
them, for f any of their ſociety come tothemto. diſcourſe 'with 
them, they will never confefſe; This was obſerved at Bury Saint 
Edmunds in Suffolk, as] remember, when there were-eighteene to 
be executed 3. molt of them kept in a Barne together , they. made 
a Covenant amongſt themſelves, notto confefle a word next day 
at the gallowes, when _ cobe , notwithſtanding 
they had formerly.confelied , - and Come of them after they came 

- Intothe Goale, and ſome /before the Bench and Country, | but 
moſt of them + (if not all) before the Juſtices of the Peace, and 
ſo dyed next day accordingly very "3 eXcept one pe- 
nitent woman which refuſed their Covenant or apreement-: ſo 
ſhe made it knowne , and how they madej a finging of a Plalme 
after they had done it. Bur if honeſt godly diſcourſe with 
them, laying the hainouſnefle of their fins to them, and in what 
condition they are in.without: Repentance, and telling 'them the 

; Cubtiltics of che Devill.., and the- mercies of God , theſe wayes 
will bring them to Confeſſion without extremity, it will make 

. them breake into np ae, 1”; rv CIOL Vt2s 
Now thatthe Impes come viſible, it is trueand apparent, and 
ſo watching hath produced true and firange effe&s, and is a great 
meanes (under God) to bring-them to confeflion; as for exam- 
ple; Elizabeth Clarke of Manningitree in Eſſex, being kept three 
dayes and three nights , ſhee confeſſed many. things ; but how 
ſhe was kept'I-know not well, for Icame nor at her daring that 
time,notwithſtanding [lived then-in Towne, and:was one which 
cauſed her to be queſtzoned , who did accuſe ſome others which 
lived in theie ſeverall Pariſhes, the Townſemen deſired me to goe 
with her confefſion taken in writing by another, to the: Juſtices 
of the Peace fora warrant for thoſe ſhe accuſed , the warrant was 
made for the ſearching of ſuch: perſons a8 I ſhould nominate 
whereupon,l wou'd firſt goe to her before the Warrant ſhould 
| . | be 
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be ſerved; toknow of her who he dil accuſe ;* Mr. 'Hopkin be- 
ing wich mee went-together, and when] had asked her who ſhee 
had accuſed ,* we were agoing away ;/bur (be faid to us, if you 
will tay, 1 will ſhew you my Impes, for they bee ready to come. 
Then ſaid Mr: / Hopken \ Befſe, will they doe us no harme ?. no faid 
ſhe, what? did you thinke 1 am afraid of my children ? your ſhall 
fit downe, ſo wee did, where ſhe appointed-us. Then one of the 
company- which was appointed to be with her that night, faid to- 
her, Beſſe, 1asked you a queſtion of late, but you anſwered nor; 
then ſhe ſaid, what is it? Then he replyed and faid, tell the trarh,, 
if it be the truth, ſay ſo, burif not truth, thenfayſo; Hath nor 
the Devill had the uſe of your body? ſhe ſaid, why ſhould you 
aske ſuch a queſtion ? he anſwerd, I defire to know the trath and 
no-otherwile, then ſhe fetched a ſigh, and ſaid, it is true, then faid 
Mr.  Hopkin, in what manner and likenefſe came he to you? ſhee 
ſaid, like a tall, proper, black haired gentleman, a properer man 
thenyourſelfe, and being asked which (he had rather le withal!, 
ſhee ſaid the Devill , and ſo particularized every thing , and 
how heecame in, and his habit, and how he lay with her, 
and ſpoke to. her , as ſhe then affirmed to bee truth, and fo 
preſently fell a ſmacking with her' lips and called Lought two 
orthree times, whichpreſently appeared to us eight ( For there 
were fix which were appointed to bee with her that night before 
we went ).in the likencfſe of a Cat , as ſhe had formerly told as ; 
for (be told us before what ſhapes they ſhould come in,and fo that 
preſently vaniſhed ; then ſhe called againe as before, Jermarah, 
then appeared another, like a red or ſandic ſpotted dog, with legs 
not (o long asa finger (to our perceivance) but his back as broad 
as two dogs, or broader, of that bigneſſe , and vaniſhed, and fo - 
after that called more, as before, by their ſeverall names , which 
came in ſeverall ſhapes , One like a Greyhound, with legs as long 
as a Stagge; Anotherlike a Ferric; And one like a Rabbit, and- 
ſo in ſeverall ſhapes they appeared to us, till there were ſome ſe- 
ven oreight ſeen ; Some by ſome of us, and others by other ſome 
of usz then | asked herif they werenot all come, for there were- 
more come then ſhe ſpoke of, ſhe anſwered that they came dou- 
ble in ſeverall ſhapes, but ſaid, one was ſtill tocome, which was 
to teare mee in peeces,, then I asked her why, fhe ſaid, becauſe T 
would have ſwome her, and _ me that now ſhce would bee 
3 _ even; | 
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 confelled at large before two Juſtices of cace, and how {hee 


would have death ; {ny firſt accuſed , and. her 
karma 9.2. the begianing of our knowledpe > [Yer 1 
confeſle, the markes be di to finde from naturall markes,, as 
I ſhall hereafter declare. Rebecca Weſt of. Lamford, in-Efſex ,: who 
was (as ſhe confeſſed ) married to: the Devill, and-the manner, 
hol 99 Taps cons to ber the diva he. as kept, bur of her 

reafter. Alſo Elizabeth Fincb-of-Wat- 


at large he 
fon «in Sufflt,c fa, that abour. —_y yeares. before ſhee- 


ound with the markes... the Denill.p to*her in the - 
Iikeneſſe of a ſmoaky coloured Dag , h asked her £o deny 
Spend Chriſt , which ſbe ſaid, upon Dis promiſes ſhe did, and 

let him have bloudra feale , or confirme the Covenant or 

ment; and that ſoone after that, there came two maresblack-on 
the backs and reddilh on the bellics, which -facked her two or 
three times a week, upon thoſe markes that were found en-her, 
and that ſometimes {he fetched blond in \other places, for them, 
and gaye it to them; ſhee alſo had, her Impes came viſible:; For 
-ſhe confeſſed in the time ſhee was kept, one which was with her | 
to looks to her, ſaw one of them , and Bung it intothe fire, 
which ſhe affirmed. was one-of her Impes , .and_that whileſt they 
werebulie about that, thinking to burne it, {he confeſſed the o- 


ther came, . and threw her out of the chaire ſhe ſate in,which hare 


her forchead and wreit , which was done. accordingly, and ſo 
further confeſſed.'. Of, theſe | could bring diverſeinfiances, but I 
will proceed. They! come Wrcwls inviſible; as one Bizkes of. ef 
vert 


A Confirmation end Diſcovery of Witcheraft. - 17 © 
verill. had an Impe fackingof ber whilſt ſhe was talking with o- 
thers, and preſently - contefſed it _ Another whileſt 1 was in the 
roome with her, at Huntington, I perceived by her carriage that 
ſhe was aſucking her Impes, Spirics, or:Familiars:fo called ; 1 lay- 
ed it to her , but the denied it : Yet preſently after ſhecon- 
felled it was truth, when ſhe was asked by the Juſtice. of Peace. 
Andas I remember , it was the ſame woman ; but 1 am ſure. of 
Keyſton in Huntingtonſbier,aud fo:was ſhe, that to the thinking of 
two which were wich her, ſhe ſate ſtill in her chaire,..when two 
more in; the yard ſaw her goe out into the yard, and hergoing in 
againe 3 This woman confeſſed. the Devil fate in her likenefle, 
and ſhe went out, and ſuckled her Impes in the yard, ' as the other 
two affirmed. So in the ſame Towne ,- one Clarkes wite skipped 
out at3, holein a ſtone-wall, above halfe a foot. thick, which was 
ſome nine Inches long, and (ome:foure and a halfe broad, all the 
one lide head andall , and: bur little to bee ſeen of ber but one 
g.; and.the hole was neere a yard and. halfe from the ground, 
| one pulled her back ;againe, and; afterward went away, 
nobody knew how ;. yet... ſay, if thoſe which lake to them be 

arcfull, it 1s to be:diſcerned;; this is apperent by that I nomina- 
ted at Huntington. And {o at Codman in Suffolke, being.told how. 
a woman there carried her ſelfe , 1 cauſed her to be ſearched a- 
gaine,: and there was alteration of the markes, and the woman - 
preſently confelled it, and, nuade a large confeſſion 5. and ſoit hath 
been common in all. gur proceedings, and a-great cauſe for keep- 
ing them ; for the bloud hath ſometimes been found on the end 
of the marke,ar to be ſtroked 'ou't; when they be taken on a ſud- 
daine, . As 1 could inſtance the one halfe of their confefſions ; but 
becauſe it is ſo apparent, I inflance no furuher. But, now to ma- 
nifeſt that good Counſell.will doe ir, and fo likewiſe without 
keeping 3 for hold they two depend moſt upon one: Thenſay'l, 
_ that upon good exhortations after the markes found , 'they may 
be brought to confeſſion, eicher by keeping, though every thing 
neceſſary be afforded them , as I never did otherwiſe , but now 
lately keepe none, or not above one nighttill we goe thenc?, and 
et have cheir confeflions. Witnefit thaſe executed at Elie, a litle 
fore Michaelmas laſt, who made Jarge confeflions. Allo one 
at Chatteriſh there; One at March there 3 And another at Wim- 


blingten there-now lately found, ſtill to be tryed; who _ very 
: . large 
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ially the firſt two 3 Nicholas Hempſtead of 
yg found, upon exbortarions, and Jiying 
touſhelſe of thelinne, and Gods Judgements ,”and'G 

-mercie,and the like, notwithſtanding hee at firſt railed 'on'me in 

very ju; wig tearmes ,. yet POR ſent for me,' and would 
have asked mee forgiveneſle , hepreſently confeſſed that hee had 
madealeague and Covenant with the Devill , and/how hee had 

Ib | with his blond ; And the ſhape of his Impes'; and; 

the Devill-when they covenanted,, and how he killed an 

oneof theConſtables, becauſc he preſſed him for a fouldier, and 

five of the beſt horſes in Colonell Rochefters Troope ; And di- 
vers'other things he had done, making a very -large confeſſion, 
wich a'great deale of penitency and ſorrow,” which hee'fo conti- 
nued in ( as Ifince heard ) to his veryexecation without alte- 

' © eltion, To this] might adde,' Henry Carrs hereafter! mentioned; 
And the boyes next, after the objcQions anſwered, 'and diverſe 0. . 
thers which you ſhall here finde ; 'bur becauſe ir falleth our berter, 
when I ſhall ſpeake how todiſcover them, I leave' here, hoping 
this is ſufficient for that objeftion, if not, I will anſwer-me I's 

4; as occaſion ſhall ſerve, But then ſome 'will fay, yow ſwome 
ſome of 'them, eſpecially at the firſt, was notthat extelrley'? Tan- 
{wer, that bath been uſed, and1 darſt not goe about tq'dleere my 

"'fUfe of it, becauſe formerly Luſed ir, but it was at ſuch time of 
the yeare as when none tooke any harmeby it, neither" did? ever 
doe ie burupon'their owne requeſt ; and were to ſuch as firſt were 
found with the markes; but now lately, there hath been no ſuch 

- courſe taken that I know of. For am of opinion, that itis one 

'wway of diſtruſting of Gods providence , putting confidence that 
that ſhall bring fuch or ſuch.an effe&, or event ; neither was ite- 

r given in or taken, that I know,as an eviderice againſt any,nor 

aſed by any of us bit che firſt ſummer, from March, or May 1645. 

toab-it the middle of A4ugu?t next following ; when Jadge Cor- 

bolt that now is, forwarned it ; When Divines gave their opinion 
of the unlawfuineſle thereof, 'it hath ever ſince been left, and nor 
many before fo uſed : Notwithſtanding, it was then the defire of 
ſuch perſons themſelves, thinking thereby to cleare themſelves, 
whereas'it fel] out otherwiſe. Yet under favour, Let me ſpeake 
one thing that T have found in-that way ; thar it is a true rule in 
one reſpe&, that the yvater entreth not into any of them, when 
| | 5 SOR it 
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it will into a free perſon, though they ſwimme both alike ;- for 
{o they will, if the water be inchanted, bur the free perſon will 
preſently. be choaked;'when the other lye topling .on the'water, 
iriving to get 'their heads, -or themſelves under the water , bur 
cannot ., neither can they bring out water in" their mouths, 
though they be foretold of ir, nor ſpic cleare water; for the water 
enters them not when it will the other Thus farre I have obſerved, 
or further :. But becauſe it is held unlawful), 1 ſhould be ſorry to 
. ſpeake any thing,; either to give offence to any; :or.to: bea meanes 
- to animate any inſuch courſes. . For: if any did .confeſſe-, rather 
then to goe into the water, 'or. to come out of the. water, or'pre- 
ſeritly after; except they had been ſhifted, and refrefhed-every 
way, -andknowne to be-in perfe&t memory, it'hath been taken 
as no evidence ;/ andſo hath all other forcement been. -; But there 
- is one; a very remarkable thing concerning this,that was:done at 
Satat Neotts,in Hwntingtenſbirez of a. woman that had beet ſearched 
two orthree ins and not . found, for they«can/bide'their markes +. 
ſomerimes.,as you ſhall heace after herein,yet was ftill in great/(uſ- 
picion of many.of the..Townſmen to be guilty (the brand is dith- 
cult to finde if ſhe had notice) and the rather, forthat ſhe fled, or 
went away after-ſhe was ſearched. twice , for ſome are nor. found = 
at firſt, yetbe in the end_:-So at her returne ſome vvould: ſwim her, 
and did,ſhe ſwum apparently,where.they had formerly caſt a, free- 
man in,.tyed after the fame manner, ſhe was not further medled 
with then. But as I have heard, and.in part from the man. himſelf, 
where the a& ſhould be done, A Dog was (een in; bis yard, whicha 
Maſltie Dog would not ſeize on,but his ſon ſtroke at the Doggand 
hatt him two or three blowes over the back, up to the ſhoulders-- 
ward, preſent]y.a gelt bicch ſeized on him,” and bir him on the 
neck, and gavehimſome ſhuckes, -andthen;the Dog, got. away - 
ſo it remained, 'but this woman not bei ſeen in the- ſtreet .as 
formerly , was cauſed to be viewed pl of oo bitten on the 
-neck, or bruiſed on the other parts in a moſt. fearfull manner. 
Thelſeare ſome ſimilicudes, that there is ſomething in ſwimming 
Cif-lawfull) but.ro proceed.. Thisone more, that ignorant peo- 
ple are moſt apt tobe Witches, as afore ſaid. Of aBoy in Ratleſ- 
don aforeſaid., who was accuſed, when he was under nine yeares 
of age, when all know he could not be of much capacity, hee 
"without watching, .or Seplng, voluntarily confeſſed, at bro 
| ._ __ *Cuckle 
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Teaſons - obocunuhirgs Tags to > hill the Chickena, avhich 
ting bis grafie, ” 4, they didit, fo thenexr:time 
he ſaw them be did... This bop telng you you hen tag) 
Jary had hopes of his amendment , as Icorifeſle I: 1) 


he'was then De 

cotitinyed fome time, and was fu zap rang Na 

theavolutrarily confefled likewiſe 4 Cr. of the league 

exiCoveaticwhk the Devitt ; and the ſcaling 'of- ic with his 
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ending res take the" heady, agrecing with 


ous people , full of hel ; havi Hearts 
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words, and deeds of 'Witches 

iQ&d,,v «droves ron ſuch," as ever found 

& to te; ith ca ate he an confeſt , "that when hee lived 


at 


""H Confirmationand Diſcovery of Wilcheruft. 
at. Thrapfton. in Nerthonptenſbeir »' he having lo kis' pirrſs Ri 
E ſeven thilliagsimic, as hewas.irra «age, "where he he ho, 
there. in an-lane,: as hee was malting:u 'of hay ;/ het 
was-inapallion forks pure ent———_— A and ih pn ics rape of of 
ingand curling: > -thatſhe was faying tokimlclfe, 


knew ha $6 he goe to" canning mai for it", for have ic 
he waald, though Bak to the Devill-for ic; (hehe was a/pre- 

redneſſe onthe Denfil) farbe:conifeſied; the Devil; 'to 
him is the likenefle' of  Bhaoey but'not'abvvethic 


bignell. ofa Rabbioy; vehichitoktbimy; if heewould fall 'downe 
and worlhiprhim, hint hisparſe; arid money #- 
Saine,, and that he ſhould hve id where heſtgod; riext day: 
Fo oder z CR IE hiny;”'A oor 
came againe, £0, pu 
þ-v4 Ts. MateonbaDch tharbeforstie would eh. rfrer hr 
villio the ape ny wec-wotyaran Freon ihe "abi 4688 HH - bs 
malt fall-towne and worthiphim ports, 4 Ren lie fell downt 
and-ſaid, Oh myLordyrmy God ; Tehmike thee ; atd' then'h: 
ashedhing tadenp Gard. and'Chrift, and*eo/fervehjti'fas Lord, 
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ſbould ha aohib coatmintchy ant &he ffjdphe Sil 
a Beate tarned-likea Rattz a Shoe, pe wel: r 
I foandon hin after: roche thine he was taken, ar their times ap- 
peinds: and vvere at his command, as he'then confeſſed mm at 
, before a. 0a ofthe Peace; arid caſe at the” 
loweslikewiſty: chelaſtwordyheTpoke: ' Alfo ont Mirres m_ of 
Suttong in the Uleof Blze, inthe Connty oF Cambridge, after 
had confeiledtheleague and Covenantimate, and alta with her 
bloud, confeſſed, that ſheſenc one of her Inipes'to il a man, or 
at leaſt co hureto-him\ 3 for that shethad bought a” of bir 
fortwos$hillings and wo pence, and paid him Fees ws hgs ps; 
afterward he co hey dore; aflieet her fore, whic mart, 
wasſoene-after-taken Hel, and if his ficknefſe, cryed out of þ her, 
faying, he-could not'depatt-this -_— untiffhe had fpoken Leu 


her, 


av OtbRig bucthe refaſed whey n hel bh : 
ſach extremii up prima be she wasby ſomeof Cries 
ting 17QUs £0 1pra my: rey ſuchextremicy,! forced to 


ut: en ; according -as hee for- 
Str fai, $o-this woman. _——_— divers lies things; 'and 


tie tobe verypenitent, and forry fort ;: for she zt her 
tryall, and- confeſſed her felfe guilty before the Judge, Bench, 
apConntethiarwhotobe, did after, or at her Execurton,] know 

oper ezine R /opren ns felled; that it 
as maliceth her to that che was come to, meaning 

Wicchcrafe; ; for she.con that ſoone'after her husbande de- 
4 above. 3 yeares. before her confeſſion, - there came 
uefle. of ;aman,.intoibed to'her , which ſpoke 

hcil voyce;iand told her, hewouldbe nlovi 

of , if he would conſent to him, which she faid;'s 
boon FO Ne be would revenge her of all her'ene- 
| ies, andrhat the should never mifſe-any thing, in- which sbe 
. ſaid, she found bim a lyer, but. aid , that Satan often tempted 

hee. £ Hnoni0g » » Swearing, and curſing ,:which: shee co 

X lon ime, andthat meny:times: it:ifell-out accord- 
je out with ene- Martin} wife, who had 
that the called, her Witch, ſaying,'she-was 
.drowning;-she bad her goc home and look 
dro and one'died ſuddenly after: Alſo 
, » iSoffelk regs warns; 4 the 


ſent her par qu EE 
of, thi » lome.. two. parian from rate icy for bt $he tiked 


a. bring her in ſome wood. , and he bad her pay 'for that she 
id bad ticks; -and che Impe returned, andtoldher he had done, 


he hz «d two, fer they were 79 7 led together, ſo he killed 
themb both, » Which horſes were killed- (but in ſuch a-ter ſt Jas 


ofed by a Devill jn ond, untill she confeſſed it of 
ar her 


, AConfirmation and Diſggvery of Witchcraft. 23 
| her ſelfe. Alſo the confeſſed; that-being' at Stephen” Humfries 
in Thorpe aforeſaid, and a begging for Almes, hee came home 
. well, and ſhe being at the doore, he chid her;or gaveher ſuch words 
a#\{be likednot of ; As ſhe-went over the way from the honſe, her 
Impe Hangman appeared to her,” and-aske&d her what he ſhould 
doe, 'and she bad him goe and kill one of his Hogs, which ſhee 
ſaw, which ſhe ſaidhe did' before ſhe was out- of fight, which 
Hog died accordingly. Likewiſe ſhe further confeſſed, that ſhe 
being angry with one'Mr. (oppinger'of Lavenbam , ſhe ſent her 
Impe Facob to carry away buſhes, which he had' cauſed to belaid 
ow his fences, ' above one load, here ſome ,/and there ſome, 
all along by the hedge ſide, as they were to be hedged' out, and 
in one nighe they were gone, no man knew what way , untill 
ſuch time as ſhe-confeſſed her Impe did ic. But as I have fince heard, 
they were knowne to be in another mansground, who confeſſed, 
they came the ſamenight, but how, he' 'knew not'till then.” Alſo 
a young man of mage in -Northampuonſhire , who' ſuffered for 
itchery ' fince the ſaid time , at Northampton ,' Confelſed;, that 
he ſent one of his Impes , to one Cockes Cattell of Denford, be- 
caule he would not Tet him keep them, and the Cattell ranne (o 
violently away foming» that the owner' had much adoe: to catch 
them with a horſe , and more to get them home into his yard a- 
oaine; and ſo many other things he confeſſed, as I conld: parti= 
atlarly inſtance. And ſo for this, I hopeit is ſufficient, to give 
all ſatisfa&ion, for all confeſſions ,, or moſt of them. at leaſt, 
tend to prove- this in ſome part. - Thoſe: that are given. to 
over much curiofity, to ſeeke after vaine*Knowledge, in pride 
of heart to goebeyond others, to underſtand ſecret and hiddert 
things,” to knowthings to'come. * Such are thoſe,' as not bound- 
ing-themſelves within the limits of reaſon, nor of Gods reveal- 
ed/will, fall fowle unawares upon the Devill, and-are in great 
dangertobe intrapped by him, 'and madethis flaves'by his intice- 
ments. Thus was Parſon Lowis taken; 'who had been a Miniſter, 
Cas I have heard). in one Parith above forty yeares , in Suffolke, 
before he was condemned , but' had beer indiced for 'a' common 
imbarriter, and for Witchcraft, abovethirty yeares before,and the 
grand Jury ( as 1 have heard) found rhe bill for a common im- 
. barriter , who now, after he was found: with the markes, in his-. 
confeſſion, -he confeſſed, rhar in pride of heart, to be-equal), or 
| D3 rath:r 


ather aboxeGos allen bo. extey 

named: Devill, and ſealed it w MR: bloud ,;and 
Dna dabads, a168. mach bares > both. hy (HS fa 
Land, elpeciallyby ; for he confelled, thathe beiggat Lune 
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_ upanddaowne water had been byyled; i in-a-pot 
eodioom aſt he.faid: ina rc. timeit fauke dirgftly # i 


3 into the Sea; as.hhe {kood and.viewed, it,, wheat all; the reſt ſayled 

4 away inlafecy,, g he conſeſſel, he made fourteen widdowes 

. in, one quarter of an houre.. ThenMir. Hopkins as he ro]dinto 
(for hetooke his. Confellion ) asked him, if it- did, nbe- grieve 
him, to ſee. ſammy men-calt away, in a {hore time, arid that: he 
ſhould be the.cauſe: of fo. many poore. widdowes. on a:fiddaings, 
buthe ty 8 of hjamaker, no, = was joytull to-ſce what:-power 
his In had, and likewiſe confefſed many other Ke dr h 


and h teep him out - of Goale, and: hanging-, as. 
he. paraphraſed it bionſal ,. but therein the Devill deceived him;. 
s for he was h ,; that Motharlmes time 1645. at Burie Saiht 


Edmunds, 'bat he-madea'v farce larger confeſſion, which-Thave 
heard, hath. been exineds bac i it were ſo, .it was neither-of 
' Merc Hophs ty mart owne:; for-we never- printed: a 
thingunti gow. ' Tdoethis: ( hebeing dead) but make: no 
of any. confeſſions:taken.by him, but only. this, for that. ic fal- 
Tech.out ſo fit forthispy ofte': Yet] have Ra, that ather con- 
felons bave been iand ſome other things belides, as-if. 
it had been-of-ovrs,; araneiof, our: doings,; orat leaſt; -b oBe'of, 
our- conſents- when as know, he-neverhad. any: band invany, 
and for my-part- unuely renounceallformer. Allo I may: adde-- 
to 
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tothis, one | 
| heard was a Scholker'fit for Cambridge, {if not a :Combridee 
Scholler)) and was well educated; yet fell inzo. this. grievous 
finne;, 'and confeſſed, - that hehadirwodmpes,, 'which-lucked on 
thoſe markes found -upen hitn, two: together, and came 
in the likeneſſe of Mice, which he felt oft, and ſaid, they were 
hairy and heavie, and ſo ſeeming to bewaile hiscondition., ſaid, 
that he had forſaken God, and Godhim, and therefore would 
confefſe no more, he ſaid> untill he came on-:the:Gallowes to 
be hanged, for he had confetled enough for that, :and then he 
would confeſſe all , and make all other knowtie:he knew of, 
bat in the meane time, he would confeſſe no more, nor did; 
yet he was much importuned:to it, but that was alwayes his an- 
(wer ,. and:was arraigned at the Barre, three:or foure-times, and: 
yet by reaſon of an Allarum at-Cambridye; the Goale delivery at 
Burie Saint Edwuunds was adjourned, for dboutithree weekes, and: 
he died in the Goale in that time : So it was conceived. to be 
pride of heart, which was the firſt originall cauſey by reaſon of 
his knowledge 3. yer I-confeſſe, he fell. into-poverty before his- 
death, bar as for that, | thinke it is ſehdome or never knowne, 
thac any get eſtates, or thrive, that thus give themſelves over to- 
Satan, but rather conſume their eſtates, if they have any : yet 
the word of God fayes,. The wicked man thriveth as well as the 
godly in this world : But for Witches,. F never knew any... To 
theſe likewiſe might. be added, thoſe obſeryers of times, Dewt. 18.. 
And.ſuch as profefle to cure diſcaſes, by ſach meanes as have no 
reaſon,.or worke of nature to doe the Cure, nor' have by any 
ordinance of God, from his word, any ſuch operation to heale 
the-infirmity.., And therefore ſuch remedies muſt be Diabolicall,. 
& the pratiſcrs either Witches already, or by their implicit faith, 
the next doore to Witchchraft. / Such be ' they that uſe Spells, 
Charmee, andſuch like; and what be Juglers and” legerdemain- 
Companions ? For that they ſport with ſuch reſemblances, and: 
utter. words, ; as the invocating of a Spirit, the reality whereof. . 
isca!led an abomination-befare God,; and as Saint Pan! ſpeaketb, 
Children'of difobedience. What be the Fortune teHers, and ſuch 
like 7 bar apt eo be Satans ſlaves in Witchery, as:they be his o+- 
therwiſe in impiety ; For through curioſity of nowk It. 
reaſon and, Artfaile, will it noe move men to ſeeke help of a Spi- 
rift, 
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rit, who is yeady at hand to attend,”-to-draw them into the pic 

of Magick; and Sorcery, and Witchchrafe ? as one: Mr. Cooper 
ſpeaketh of; Inhisbooke, called, The Myſtery of Witchcraft, Whom 
 himſelfe was delivered from, by Gods preventing grace ;- burbe- 
cauſe as yet, theſe have not been ſo commonly found'out how a- 
dayes , | forbeare further, though [ might inftance diverſe. exam- 
ples more. Thoſe who with greedinefſe gape after worldly wealth, 
_ or feare Pee As Meribell Bedford of' Ratleſden aforetaid-con- 
felled ;+ that above fix 'yeares before the was found with 'the 
markes, which Witches uſually have , Therecame a blackthing 
to her,” and called Meribell, which asked her to denie God, and 
Chriſt, and told her, if lhewould, ſhe ſhould never want', but 
ſhould bee avenged of all her- enemies , which ſhe *confented 
to: then ſhe ſaid, he had bloud of one of her little tingers;, to 
ſeale the Covenant, which being done, ſhe ſaid;-foure more came, 
One like Dow, called Ti ; One like a Miller called Tom 3 One 
like a Spider, or a Spinner called Jone; and the other like a 
Waſpe called Nann; * ſhe confeſſed were 'at her command; 
_ to performeithe Covenant, and did ſack upon. thoſe: markes 
found upon frer body, two or three times a week, daring'the 
faid fix yeares, anddid much harme, 'as ſhe freely confelſed with 
much penitency.. Tothis I may adde , one Elizabeth Hubbard, 
widdow, of Stow Market in Suffoike , who confeſſed, that above 
«thirty yeares; ſhe had three things came to her in the likeneſſe of 
Children ,. which asked her whiſpering to deny God; Chrift , 
.and all his workes, and tocleaveto them , and ſhe ſhould-*wanc 
nothing ; " Theſeſhe ſaid, as they nam:d themſelves, were called, 
"Thomas, Richard, and Hobh , and that they ſcratched her back, 
and fetched bloud'to feale the Covenant, and that they.uſe to 
ſuck on thoſe markes which were found upon her, two or three 
times a week,” about breake of the day, and that ſhe did fay , 1 
pray'to God to doe to him as he dealt by me (meaning a man of 
theſame Towne) and he Janguiſhed and died, and' many other 
things ſhe ſaid ſhe did, bur was aſhamed to tell them. tice" the 
wite of Edmund Wright of Hitcham , in Suffolke ,"confelſed that 

ſhe had foure Impes above threeſcore _ yeares ; two like lictle 
Boyes ; onelikea Lambe, and the fourth fike a gray Buzzard, and 
that the biggeſt boy ſpoke eo her with a great whorce voyce, as 
if hehad been griev'd, an41 asxed her co g9e into the field , and 
| ſhe 
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"and that he came back againe, _ told her he had ſtuck it 0 


4 Confirietion end Diſobvery of Witehetaft. 7 


the ſhould have money,and ſhould nevermiſle or want any thing; 


and asked her to deny God, and-Chrift, and to curſe God wo 
or three times, and that ſhe tooke her elder brother with her, and 
went into the field,'bur when'they cameto the place where they 
> pre her to'goe ,' they found none , and that ſhe uſes often 
to be in paine and trouble, after they had nipped or fucked her, 
where her markes were found, ſometimes once a week, ſome- 
times once a fortnight, and that ſhe felt on them , and 'that they 
were (ofc, andthat they came ſometimes 1everally, ſometimes al- 
together, and that they often asked her to goe and doe miſchief, 
which ſhe confeſled, to ſome Cattell of her Neighbours, and ſaid, 
that ſhe was much troubled and tormented , and in extreame 
alne, which they have pur her to for denying their demands. 
ertmore, Foane - Rice ulver of Powſtead in Suffolke, confeſſed, 


' that in the field called Horſecroft or Hog-Marſh , there appeared 


in a buſh things'like Chickens , about five or {ix , and that ſhe 
catched three of them andthe reſt ranne away, and that ſhe car- 
ried three home , which*ſoone after turned to the likenefle of 
Mice, whoſe names ſhe called Touch, Pack, and Take, which 
ſpoke to her with a/great hollow voyce, arid asked' her to'denie 
Go z and Chrift, and told her,/if 'ſhe won}d, ſhe ſhould never 
want meat, drinke, ' or clothes, or money , bat ſhe ſaid ſhe told 
them, that if ſhe denied God and Chriſt, ſhe ſhould loſe | her 
ſoule, but ſhe ſaid, they told her againe, they were more able to 
fave her ſoule then God, and that they would doe more for her 
then ſhe thought for, if ſhe would 'conſent.to them, which then 
ſhe confeſſed the did,and then they demanded bloud , andſhe nip- 
ped her oe ages and they pricked her finger with apin , and 
there- dropped fix drops of bloud which they: catched , and ſo 
had it againe after the farht manner thiice, and that ſhe did agree 
to give them her ſoule 3 Then I'asked her whether they 
brought her any money'or no, and ſhefſaid, ſometimes foure ſhi]- 
lings at a time, and ſometimes {ix ſhillings at a time, but that is 
but ſeldome, for I never knew any that had any money before, 
except of Clarkes wife of Manningtree, who confeſſed the ſame, 
and ſhewed ſome which ſhe ſaid her Impe brought her, which was 
perfe&t money : But this Ruce, further confeſſed the ſucking of 
her markes , and how ſhe ſent her Impe Touch to kill a mo, 
n the 
_ ' righe 
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ri fide, | and it died according! d fo other things, 
right fide, | and it died accordingly, and ſo many other things, 


- and (aid ſhe was ſtopped and coald.not confeſſe when ſhe wou}d, 
bat after had eaſe. Here you may obſerve, that if he cannot pre- 
vaile for want, then hepromilſes to free them of hell tormenes, 
and ſo delude them that way. As he did Ellen the wife of Nicho- 
las Greenliefe of Barton , in Suffolke , who - confeſſed chat three 
things came to her; one like a Rat. cold and ragged as ſhe felt 
onhim 3 The next like a Mole, ſoft and cold ; . The third like a 


Mouſe; and that the Mole ſpoke to her with a great hollow 


voyce, and asfed herto give her ſoule and-body to him , for he 
could ſave her, 'and bad her not be afraidof him, for he could per- 
forme what he promiſed, whereupon ſhe conſented, then he told 


her ſhe ſhould never want,but be avenged of all her peas 


ſo he 


auld cauſe her to 


then. he ſhould 


© 
. 


have-her ſoule, - and after-when he | re {he wenr to. 


the Juſtices of Peace,” herlape in a Mole. came to 
her, . when thoſe which were-with 


_ A Confirmation and Diſcovery of Witeberaft. 
then any womans thatgives ſack,” be it on man or woman, with 
a Circkle round about it asif it were ſucked, 'and' inſenlible as a- 
foreſaid, .and-ifon a woman that ack, 'thar” breſt is drye,. 
for where the Impes fuck there will come 'no milke, bur the reate 
will tick our longer there then the other, and is nothing Yar . 
8skinne, and will be much extended ag aforeſaid, and eafily to bee 
diſcerned by feeling-of 'it. 1 ſhould thinke this ſhould give all fa- 
tisfa&ion 3: that gaine, Revenge, feare of want, or poverty , or 
fearefulneſſe of hell rorments, or l-parents, or company, yea 
and luſtalſo, orany one may 'bee-' a 'meanes to draw one to 
Witchchrafr. f "43 ow 

Asforill company, bad and wicked parents, and ſuch as are 
over-much given to luſt, I will putthem together , and inſtance 
ſome few more examples 3-As one Buſh of Barton aforeſaid wid- 
dow, confefied that about three weekes after her 'husbands de- 
ceaſe, being above fiteene yeares before ſhe was queſtioned , the 
Devill appeared to her in the ſhape of a young black man, ſtand- 
ing by her bed fide, which ſpoketo her with a hollow voyce, and 
cameinto bed'to her , and had the aſe of her body ;'and asked 
her todeny God and Chriſt, and fervehim, -and' then ſhe ſhould 
never want; but ſhoiild beavenged of all her enemies; which 'she 
conſented to, then he faid he kifſed her and asked her for bloud, 
which he drew ont of her mouth, and it dropped on a paper, 
and that he us'd to have the uſe of her body two or three times a 
weeke,and then us'd+o kiffe her, andat noother time but as be- 
forclaid, but ſhe ſaid he was colder then man ;, and heavier, and 
could not performe nature as man, and that ſoone after she had 
conſented to the Covenant and given her bloud, there came twa 
things more like Mice,which uſed to ſuck her abou twice a week 
during that time , and confeſſed how ſhe ſent'an Impe to tor- 
ment a Maiden, who she thought was againſt her having reliefe 
at' her Maſters, which was done , but afterward "this Maiden 
wentto her and ſcratched her til] she got bloud of her, and then 
She confeſſed she had no further ow over her ( but this is not 
alwayes true, .nor to be obſerved, though it tooke effe&t there _) 
Butsheconfeſſed the killing of three and twenty Turkies at one 
time, and Cowes, and how her Impes returned and told her it 
was done, and other things then at large. One more which-1 
Should thinke 6honld be a warning to others, to have a care to 
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Feares.together/;7Fbe.oneinche Jikenelſe 
ed: Harrie, ; the other /two-intherlikeneffſe;of 


pr 
miſed faintly, but confeſſediche promile-wasfioit made by her, be- 
fore the Devill had berbloud.; Then-Levked her if she did grieve 
' for it after she had done it, / he anſwered , when it was done it - 
was too late to repent ; .then:Tasked her why 8he did it; $she faid 
she was left weake, and the Devill got the upper hand of her for 
want of faith , through want and otherwite, she alſo: confeſſed 
the Devill had the uſe; of her. body y bat she- aid 'she- could noc 
_ rel] whether he performed .nature or not, and ſaid she could not 
_ confeſſe before much company , . but laid the Devill ſpoke'ia a 
hollow voyce, and ed the imployment of her 8, as 
the ſending of her Impe Harry. to obs, Leveriſbes of ahe Gm 
Townezto kill him a Hog, becauſe she was denyed Egpes and ſuch 
like things ,; and they burnt his cares, -and the could not- 
fromgoing; it being asked her why.she went, 8he ſaid they maſt 
needs goethe Devill drives, and ſo many ſuch like things. Alſo 
Suſan Scot of Lavenham aforeſaid , complained, of one Sweeting 
comping.y her with one Golding, . who confefſed the Devill us'd 
to haye the uſe of her body, . and ſpoke-to her with a great. caſie 
yoyce, and that she had two lmpes like Cats and Dogs, which 
ſacked on thoſe markes found upon. her , and how she- was the 
Death of Thomazine, the daughter of one Mr. Coppinger there, 
and diverſe other things. Alſo one Richmond, a woman which 
lived at Brampford, confeſſedthe Devill appeared. to her in thelike- 
ueſſe of a man, called Daniel the Prophet', who bad her not be 
afraid of him, for he was ſo, and tooke her by the hand., and © 
bad her truſt in/him and he would avenge her of all her enemies, 
and : heshoald mifle nothing, for he would curſe her enemies, and 
chat She after falling our with her neighbour, curſed her and bad 
the Devill cake her, and $he dyed aftershe had Iyen ſome eighe © || 
weekes, as the ſaid, by her-meanes, becauſe the .Devill promiſed 
her revenge ; ſhe ak her Covenant was to deny God,Chriſt 
4 OY : .and 


ACinfirmation and Diſtovery of Mitcheraft, 31 
and his Miniiters., and to ſerve him, the ſaid the Devill;; for ſhe 
faidſo he was that ſhe called Daniel the Prophet , none fhall need 

it 3 and (he confeſſed ſhe had three more, ' One like a 
RTE Dog with cloven feet, One like a Hog called 
Jack ,- and another {ike a Dog called James, and confeiled the + 
Devill defired her to.uſe carting, and whatſoever ſhe deſired ſhould 
come to her, and ſo confeſſed many things-ſhe did. Alſo Anne 
Goodfellow ot Woodford , in Nortbampronſbire widdow , confefled 
that ſoone' after her Aunts deceaſe, about three yeares before ſhe 
was queſtioned', the Devill in the ſhape of a white Cat appeared 
to her, and ſpoke to her with a lowvoyce, and bad her nor be 
afraid of it, for he was her Aunts ſpirit, and asked her to deny 
God, Chriſt and her Baptiſme, which ſhe ſaid she did,for he pro- 
miſed herthat she should bgſaved , and would doe for her what 


he deſired, and then askedHer for bloud to feale the Covenant, 


and she further confefſed that he bic her on the ſecond finger, 
and got bloud into his mouth , but what he did with all she 
knew not, but ſaid amongſt other things that she found him a 
Iyer, for she often wanted after. Alſo Elizaberb Gurrey of Riſ- 
den, in Bedfordſbire Widdow , confeſſed that the- Devill had the 
uſe of her body, and lay heavie upon her , and that through her 
wilfulnefſe, and poverty, with delire of revenge, she denied God, 
and Chriſt, and ſealed ic with her bloud , about five or ſeven 
yeares before she was found with the markes, and confeſſed whac 
ſhe had done to one William Dickens, and another there; and the 
manner how, but afterward I heard she made a very large con- 
fellion. Anne Hammer neere Needbam in Suffolke , of Creeting 
there ( as I remember) confeſſed that ſoone after her mothers de- 
ceaſe , which was above twenty yeares before she was queſtioned, 
there came two Impes to her,” which she called Tom, Robbin, and. 
Tom like a Mole, and Robbin like a Dorr , which $he ſent «6 
kill Mr. Campe a child, which she (aid did (very like to be:trae,) 
for Maſter Campe averred that a Mole to their thinking was 


een in the houſe, going towards the roome where-the child lay, 


and that they had much adoe to keep it out, ner could tel} what 
became of it in the end, and that they uſed to ſuck her twice a 
fortnight on thoſe markes found upon her, during that time, and 
that the Devill-in the likenefſe of a Calfeasked her to denie God; 
and Chriſt, and to ſerve him as Eord , and told- her: that if she 
| E 3 would. 
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wiſhes he would avenge her of her enemies, but she ſaid the 


| heavierand colder, and lay alloverheras man, and us'd-not-to 
| {prairOar onely to aske tc-lie wich her, and as she thought per- 
ormed nature.z.-But.if | chould goe to penall of theſe ſorts,then 
Ishould have no end, or at leaſt too big a volume, and therefore 
bat.chis ane more ; that. Anne Borebatn of - Sudbury, in'the Coun» 
ty of Suffolke:widdow , confeſſed that as 8he awoke out of a 
dreame she ſaw uglie men (as she thought) a fighting, andasked 
chem why they foughc., who anſwexed that they would fight for 
all her, and then one vanished aw; and then came to her in- 
r6 bed and had the uſe of her body, but ſaid he was heavier and 
colder then man, and lay onely on part. of her, and that man 
asked her todeny God and Chriſt, and co ſerve him, but ghe ſaid 
She told him she was a poore widdow , and then: he ſaid if abe 
wound (erve-him she should never want , but. have her defire; and 
then;she conſented, for he promiſed her to free her of hell cor- 
ments , yet she faid he told her she mult goe to hell , bur should 
notbe tormented ( a fearefull and. ſubcill delufion _) for 1 have 


; 6 258 - been with ſome who have confeſſed the ſame, and that he j 


miſled them that they should onely walke too and fro the _ 


"2: = tele lmpes Jid,anduerer ſffer or fece tormencs. Now le 


may ſay, | cheſe ſorts be Witches,then moſt part of the world 
' beſo. Tantwerno; for honeſt perſons may bee given to theſe, 


ell corments, and that #he hould © 


and yet free from Witchcraft ; But this is onely toshew when 


any are given to be extreame in any of theſe, then is the Devill 

baſic to worke upon them , for he doth not upon all that be gi- 

ven to theſe wayes, but upon ſuch as he. fades ſome kinde of 
nefle in, as forexample, Was there nat a prepar 


in Bonebam, and Mr. Parſon Lowis, and fo if you doe but traly - 


obſerve little or morein all their confellions, as take but this 
laſt when 8he ſaw that fight of fighting ( as she thought) would 
not a good Chriſtian bave had her thoughts: upo-God , rather 
then to have ſuffered one to come to bed to her, which she knew 
could be no lefſebur the Devill, and no man, for then he could 

not 


A Conſirination ani Diſcovery of Witchcraft, ' 33 
not have come intothe roome, for Satan appeareth net to them 
in-any ſbape untill be figde ſome preparedneſle, and then as you 
have heard by theſe conteſlions pali he appe-res in ſeverall ſhapes, 
and then maketh the league, and confirmes it with bloud, and 
then ſends them Familiars more or lefle, and ſo proceedes by de- 
grees: So you may finde as I ſaid before, extreme poverty , paſſi- 
onate ſorrow accompanied with ſolicarinefſe , too much inraged: 
with anger and defire of revenge, thoſe of ſuch parents, and all 
that I have formerly reckoned ; you ſee by their confeſſions, that 
the extreame makes a preparedneſſe, and 1 have licard of ſome 
ſchollers for want of Learning, to be learned have growne to it, 
and ſome through overmuch, as is inſtanced- before. Likewiſe 
Febu  Scarfe of Ratleſden aforeſaid, confeſſed that' about three 
yeares before he was accuſedto be ſearched , there came a thing 
into his houſe of agray colour, of. the: bignefſe of a great Rar, 
of about a quarter of an ell long, which he tooke ap and put in- 
toa box, and kept it ſome certaine time there, and then tooke 
It out, and laid it downe on his belly, and pat ie to the place 
where the markes were found, where he ſaid it ſucked 'halfe an 
houre ; ( Did he prepare him(elfe; or was he 'defirous to be one? ) 
I conceive he did detire to. be one, for he was a heatheniſh man, 
and ſo theagreement paſt ;; but to ſhew bis willingneſſe to put ir 
to the place, for in his confeſſion more at large, he confeſſed that 
within a fortnight after there came two more, of a whitiſh dunne- 
coloar, ;and lefle then the other, which he-talled Tow, and Wil; 
but the firſt he called Harrie, and ſo proceeded. Now | will pro- 
ceed taprove that Witches may be found ont. 

_ Firſt, from God in the giving of his Law againſt Witches. Ex- 
od. 2 1.18. Thou ſhalt not ſuffer a Witch to live , which implyeth 
a Diſcovery of them, elſe it could never be pur in execution, and: 
ſo shauld beaLaw to no purpoſe. f 

Secondly from the Hiſtory, Ficit Divine, For it is ſaid Saul 


found out Witches, and executed the Law upon them, or pur 


them:to death, and ſo gaod King 7ofiaby 2 King, 3. 14. 
Secandly, we have Chronicles, and many.relations made of the 

evident dilcourſe of Witches. reg Me 
Thirdly, the many Tryalls in our owne Country at many Af- 

lizes : Soit iscleere that Witches may be diſcovered , though ic 


cannot be denyed but that there is ſome difficulty. therein , be- 
cauſe 
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cauſe the ſecrelie of the mas of Witchcraft is ſo cloſe ahd 
hidden, -as being one of the workes of darknefſe commit- 
ted this day under the Sunne: for Fn boeeres ' cauſes bee, ariſe 
ver —_ g,and many may-cunningly counterfet outwardappear- 
parks an Wines may feline their accuſationsout- of malice, 
:ing-cranſ{ported with rage and uncharitableneſſe, and defire- of 
revenge, becauſe of the ſtrange imagination they. have through 
many ſeeming probabilities'z Some for words, or deeds, taken in 
the-work ſenſe; Some upon fone ſaddaine fight' of ſome 'crea- 
rare, and ſo likewiſe upon barning 'any' thing of the party ſaſ- 
e&to be bewitched,if any ſhall come(though peradventure ac- 
cidentally)) and ſo ſometimes ſomething elſe", as thatch over the 
doore or ſuch like of the ae ſuſpeRted ro be a Witch ;-and [o 
| could: reckon divers inftances*of feverall wayes; which many 
cimes have ppern p. 'and ſometimes trac effe&s\,' which 
meanes have partly been the cauſe of the queſtioning 'of many, 
who” have been found no lefſe then Witches, and have ſuffered 
ſince the aforementioned time © bac I forbeareto ſpeake any fur- 
| therof thoſe wayes,” for Iconceive them to be unlawfull/ altoge- 
ther; and not'to' be” aſed',*for it cannot be conceived' ny Lf 
then a diſtruſt in Gods' providence, in patting confidence that 
ſuch meanes will make the Witch knowne , and effe&t their de- 
- fires: Yet toproceed as I have ſaid, I cannot deny but thoſe may 
bejuſt droinilok of ſuſpicion, and cauſe of queſtioning them, hut 
notalwayes tertaine, befides'the unfawfulnefſe held: by 'Divines. 
Bucthefe carmot* be denyed to- be juſt grounds as aforeſaid. As 
' when one ſhall begiven to caring and banning, with imprecati- 
. ons upon FO occaſion, and withall uſe threatnings to be re- 
venged,/iand thereupon evill-to happen. As Cherrie of Thrapfton, 
in Nortbaniptooſbire;'a very aged man, who upon afmall” occaſi- 
on, of falling out with one of his Neighbours in the field, where 
they kept Cartell, one -of the two ( I'doe not riow well remem-" 
ber which) ſcared ſom? Cartell off che'ground, where the Cat- 
tell the other kept 'was to goe, with a Dog 3 the ſaid Cherrie and 
the other:fell:ar'odds.and worded , whereupon Cberrie withed 
that his tongue might rot out of his head , the man was ſoone 
after ſtrarigely:raken, and his tongue did come out of his month, 
hanging'onely by the rootes thereof within bis-menth ,” bur 
could not be kept all in his mouth, and ſo continued to his death, 
| and 


* 
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- and died in a miſerable condition: This Cherrie confeſſed himfelf, 


and that he was his death, onely upon thit occafion. Aﬀter which 
Confeſſion, that it came to be known, many of the townſmen of 
Thrapſtone aforeſaid averred that be died with his tongue out, 
and that in a manner it rotted. A fearful thing co be thought of, 
What a miſerable condition the poor man died in. | 

Cherrie likewiſe confeſſed the death of two more, which by 
his confeſſion, and thoſe that knew their deaths, died in a ſtrange 
and miſerable condition , through his wicked curling (as he con- 
feſſed ; ) and ſo confefſed many other notorious fats he had done. 
And being asked whether he did not do Sir Fobn Waſbington, a 


' Knight which lived in the ſame town, any harm in his cactel or 


otherwiſe, for that he had ſuffered ſtrange loſſes , he confeſſed he 
did, and particularized the death of much cartel ; ſaying , when 
he had reckoned up as many-as he could well remember , That he 
had been the death of ſo many of his, that he could not reckon 
them all. {00 \ 
Then it was demanded of him , Why he would offer it to Sic - 
Zobn, who had been ſo loving to him in affording him relief con- 
ſtantly. He anſwered ;' The more he gave him , the more power 
he had over him to do him miſchief : for he ſaid his Imps muſt be * 
ewployed, elſe they would not let himbe quier, but torment him. 
\ This Cherriealfo confeſſed divers other. things and harms he 
had done , and the ſealing of the Covenant with the devil with 
his blood, to deny God and Chriſt, and toſerve him the devil for 
revenge, with promiſe of freedpm from hell-torments : and thac 
his Imps, thelaſt cime they ſucked him, not long before he was 
ſearched , told him chey would not ſuck him any more but that 


' time, becauſe he was an old man, and had but little blood. 


» This Cberrie confefſed preſently after he was ſearched,who died 
at. Northampton in the Goal there, the ſame day he ſhould have 
beed tried , much about the time the Grand Jury had' found the 
Bill of Indi&ment againſt him, Bil/a vera, as it was reported, mile- 
rably. A juſt judgement of God : for it was reported,thata night 
or two before, hjs coat was all rent right down on the back", and 
his mouth Ropped full : and when it was pulled ont, he confeſſed 


- thathe had been at a bridge going into Thrapſton town, and-had 


a cord found about his neck. 
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4g To hiv] might adde the aforenamed Thomazin Raicliff , who | 


upon the falling out with another woman about-the deach' of a 
- childe, bade her go bome and look to the reſt, : lelt ſhe loſt more, 
And one died ſuddenly after, as before is exprefſed. + 
' Of theſe kindes I could nominate divers more, as you may ob- 
ſerve in many of their Confeſſions ,and might adde implicite con- 
feſions :: As, when a queſtion is asked the ſuſlpe&tedparty, 1f he or 
{he were not the cauſe of ſuch or ſuch a thing. ; anſwer is made, 
He or ſbe might have let me alone, or not done fo and ſos or ſuch 
like. Asfor example, you may obſerve in moſt of their Confeſſi- 
ons, they did it becauſe they had not, ſuch things as they defired, 
or aſed to have : as Ame Leech of Hawford in confeſſed in 
- her Confeſſion, beſides chedeath of two or three, the laming of a 
childe of one Turners. It being asked her why ſhe did it, ſhe an- 
ſwered , Her mother might have paid her for work ſhe had done. 
Likewiſe one' ane Parker, being asked why the did one Prier miſ- 
| chief; ſhe anſwered, He _ have given her Tas a 
Thankſgiving-day, as wellas he gave to others ; but would not 
ve herany, becauſe (he was not at Church lager ſhe ſenc 
ORE RE tare ingly.. And fo co how the 
il-in the likeneffe of a dun Dog, had threedrops of blood-un- 
der her tongue, to ſeal the Covenant ; and hada piece of paperin 
hishand, and wrotefhername thereon with her conſent, and fo 
ied her money, and that ſhe ſhould never want, bat ſhould 
avenged of her enemies, according as is expreficd in others. -- - 
. Hereto 1 might adde ſuch as ſaid they have fuch things as Fami- 
| liars ſack on them, bac cannothelpit. Alexander os of Mele. 
ford in Suffolk , confeſſed that he had things: did draw | 
- thoſe marks Ifound upon him ; but faid he cond nothelp ic, for 
thar all his kinred were naught. Then I asked him how-it' was 
pollible they could fuck without his canſent. He ſaid he did con- 
ſentto that. Then I asked him again why he ſhould do'ic, when 
as God was ſo mercifultowards him, as I then told him of, being 
aman whom I had been formerly acquainted withal , as having 
| livedin Town. He anſwered a2ain, He could nothelp it, for that 
all his generation was naughe ; and ſo told me his mother and 
aunt were hanged, his grandmother burnt for Witchcraft, and fo 
others of them queſtianed-and hanged. "This man ts yet living, | 
notwithſtandin2 he confeſſed the ſucking of ſuch things above 


yxteen 


.nounceGod and 


-4 SS 


yet never queſtioned, but as he came into a houte accidentally 


' where | was, and fo profered himſelf to be fearched, and preſently 
_ confefied theſe particulars, and'ſo by chat means broughr to rial, 


but freed, and living, as atoreſaid. | 

Likewiſe I may addr, When the party ſfulpeAed makes enquiry 
after the party taken fick, or defires to vilit the party, or the party 
the ſulpeted: + Formany haveconfeffed that 7 we they have done 
a thing, they are ſorry for it,bur cannot help it j'as King of Aon 
ia Suffalk confeſſed, to a woman whom. he had bewitched, in 


the time ſhe wasin her extremicy, long before he was queſtioned: - 


but this woman defired hin ts undo what he had done ; and he 


+ told her he could not undo what he had done, but told her he was 


ſorry for it, and told her of another that could, as he faid, and as 
ſhe affirmed , that was one, as we untraly call them , White or 


good Witches, and one that was then ſuſpelted,'who accordingly - 


did it, 

To confirm-this, I can tell you of a very remarkable example 
much tending to thisparticular , of 'one at Heddenham in the Iſle 
of Ely in the County of Cambridge, where a childe ſulpetted to 
be bewitched, was carried to the Juſtice of Peace his houſe, where 
the party ſuſpeted was to be carried tobe examined, This childe 
being very fick, was ſet in a chair, and held iniic ; but as ſoon as 
the party who was ſuſpetted came in,on a ſudden itaroſe of it (elf, 
and got hold'of her face to ſcratch her , \as its ſtrength would af- 
ford; ſhe not ſtirring. Here you may obſerve the former Confeſ- 
ſions, where the Witch confeſſed, that after ſhe was ſcratched , ſhe 
had na farther power over that party ; for this woman ſtood ſill: 
and ſo yon may perceive that many of them, after they have done 
miſchiefs, are _ for it, and cannot help it ; ( This it is to re- 

hriſt) for this woman preſently confeſſed, thar 
ic was ſhe that had hurt the childe, through her diabolical pradtice, 
and told him what Imp ſhe had fent to hurt the childe, and the oc- 
caſion why ſhe did it 3 and how ſhe had ſent one of her Imps a lit- 
tle before ſhe was accuſed , (for ſhe had been ſearched, and found 
with the marks ) to deſtroy or ſpoil a whole field of corn in that 


- Pariſbz and ſo made a very large Confeffion, with the ſuckling of 
her Imps upon thoſe x & found upon ee , and theCovenant 


ſcaled with her blood, (as aforeſaid <2 other Confeflions) beſides 
| | 2 


other 


— 


a Confirination and Diſcovery of Witchcraft. 2” 
 fixteen yeers together , but was ſaſpeRted for doing of miſchirf, 


*; "ag 
þoheis TL "2M 
"OE Sk 


Fi 4 4 *E | NR I bn "I Mt * O I TR CEE. js : WI Fe a _ es I EF 
"238 AConfirmation andDiſcovery of 'Witcheraft, 
other miſchicfs which ſhe did-May not Spell- ſetters and Charmers 
bealſo added? for 1 cannot conceive any leffe, when they ſhall ſay _ | 
- that by words they can charm, ſer Spells , and help or cure mad A 
ogs, or any bitten by them, and ſach-like 3 though-it be 
by their implicite league, (as ſome of them do ) yet itis a diſtruſt 
of Gods providence, purting their confidence in their words , ra- 
.- © thertheninthe living God, who faith it is an abomination to 
"M him. And | have hexd'tormeof theſe , not long fince, boaſt.of 
gd their doingytherein , ſaying they had it from their parents, and 
were not their parents good Ghriſtians ? and they do buc uſe the 
words for good ends. So likewiſe of thoſe born of ill parents, if 
their carriage be not otherwiſe ; as I have inſtanced enough of 
thoſe, elſcI could inſtance more, as the aforenamed Rebecca Weſt, 
who was drawn to it by her mother , ( as (he confeſſed ): after a 
firange manner, as ſhe.ſaid. * for: her mother asked her to go to 
Manningtree. with her, which was about a mile, and bade her 
work hard that ſhe miglit go; and as they went , ſhe told her ſhe 
muſt not ſay any thing whatſoever ſhe ſaw , but conſent to them, 
and do as they d, and then ſhe ſhould be a happie woman'; or 
ſuch-like inticements. ' But when ſhe came there ; at the houſe 
 whereher mother went, there were her confederates met ;then, 
"before ſhe could be entertained, her mother was asked whether her 
daughter was acquainted with themnatter in hand ; who anſwered 
She was. -Then:ſhe was entertained ; and as ſhe confefied, the de- 
vil appeared, and firſt kiſſed the woman of the houſe, and ſo one 
aſter another, and at laſther ſelf; and ſo ſhe was asked then if the 
wer? willing'to be entred into their ſociety ; who ſaid,' She was. 
Then appeared Familiars, which ſhe confeſſed, alſo the ſucking of 
her body on themarks , andthe ſealing of the Covenanc with her 
blood. This young woman conteſſed-the naming of their lmps, 
and the manner, which I am-aſhamed ts expreſſe ; andthe initia- 
tion of a Witch, and every particular thing at Jarge; - eſpecially, 
ſhe confeſſed how the devil took her by the hand, and the manner 
and words were uſed at her Marriage, when (he-was married tothe 
devil (as ſhe confeſſed :) a feartul-ching to declare. Bat one thing 
obſerve, T hat the devil imitates God in all things as he can; mach _ | 
afterthe book of Common: prayer, then in his outward Worthip. 
Shelikewife confeſſed that her mother prayed conſtancy, (and, as: | 
the world rhought, very (ſeriouſly) but ſhe ſaid it was to a" co | 
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uſing theſe words, Oh my God, my God, meaning him, and. not the 
L OR D. This I put in the rather, becauſe you may take notice, 
where ſuch meetings be, there are juſt grounds of ſuſpicion”: for 
they cannot always do their miſchiefs according to their deſires, 
without their meetings, and the help one of another. ; 
1 might addethe apparition of the party ſuſpetedto the party 
ſick, and could nominate ſome. inſtances thereot, as in N ke? a 
pton-ſhire, and elſewhere : bat becauſe apparicions may proceed 
from the phantafie of ſuch as che party aſe to fear, or at leaſt ſu(- 
pe, I forbear, becauſe I would not that ary ſhould be accuſed, bur 
where there are juſt grounds of ſuſpicion. But thoſe called Wiſe- 
men, or Wiſe-women,called your White Witches, which will ſhew 
the other in glaſſes , or undo what theother have done, (if pro- 
ved) is it not ſufficient ? "EOORY 

But I hope thereit none ſo ignorant or blinde , as to think or 
believe it is Iawful for any to go or ſend to ſuch, much leſle to put 
any confidence or truſt in them, who require faith to believe they 
can cure, before they will undertake it ; ſeeing by the Law of God 
they ought todie, as well as the other. And. the holy Scripture 
utterly forbids any going to them, Levit. 2. 6. where it is. ſaid, 
that he will [et bis face againſt ſuch as (hall ſeek after thoſe that bave fa- 
miliar ſpirits , and will cut them off from amongſt bis people. ; much 
more then ſach as ſhould be guilty themſelves. 
-* Then fome will ſay, How ſhall they be known one from ano- 
ther, or how ſhall they be found ont, if theſe difficulties be ? For 
it cannot be denied but that many of them have made great ftiews 
of Religion. , ET EM 

I anſwer, Itisfruth : as the devil can transform himſelf into 
an Angel of light, ſo have many of theſe Witches made outward 
ſhews, as if they had been Saints on earth, and ſo were taken by 
ſome;as one of Catworth in Huntingtonſhire,who made as large a 
Confeſſion,in a manner;as ever any did, & confeſſed.at the gallows 
before her death, in my hearing. Likewiſe one Lendall of Cam- 
bridge, who ſuffered alſo,carried her ſelf as if ſh? had been no lefle:. 


_ andſo did the mother of the ſaid Rebecca Weſt , and many others,, 


which by their carriage ſeemed to be very religious people ,' and. 
would conſtantly repair to all Sermons neer them : yet notwith- 


. fanding all their ſhews of religion, there appeared fone. of thele. 


probabilities, whereby they were ſuſp:&ed, and ſo ſearched,and a | 
| , 3 Y 
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engeful perſons, Parents , or hog 
yok] re ſuſpicion of Witchcraft, = one Way or other as 
id, there will appear jſt grounds of ſuſpicion ,. either by 
words ar deeds, whereby WO y be brought co be g a4 
whereby it may E's 157 claus made wich che de 
mor ſta rebar reaſons, . to convid or prove Holy 
ty of Wirchcraft , is to proves League made with the devil; 
this onely a&, fanderh the very reality. of a Winch z bom 
which, ( notwithſtanding great ſhews of proeblles) Iknow 
not, nor cannot. conceive how A can to: be” 
Witches : For the devil (through Gods Lat: 2a ) may hure 
' mens bodies, and kill their cartel ; and il haps may fall out upon 
his or her cacſing » and bur grounds to make enquiry and ſearch, ' 
which maſt be bn, this Leagye ; which hop ogy ſo ſecretly 
- made, yetir is.to be diſcerned, ſeeing It is that which maketh--a 
Witch , wi uot eo hex: of thelr ou fo : For beſides the-. 
former reaſons, it is an eutheaflk praftice to rek to ſuch, 1.19- 
3. and 65.4. 2-King.17.17. Now we ſhould not be like the abo- 
minable heathen in any evil, much lefle in theſe abominations. 
And they which ſeek to them, are commonly wicked andevil peo- 
ple, baunted themſelves by an evil ſpirit , who ſuggelteth this 
courſe intothem, as he did into Saul, x Sam.28. Yea, ſuch as-e--- 
ſteem of theſe, and think they work in Gods Name, andb' his 
power, are bewitched i in ſo thi As $.9,14. For it is 
true by daily experience. among our (elves, that thoſe which moſt 
uſe them, moſt need them, as might inſtance 3 but onely 1 defire 
to prove the League, which is to be proved : for they that make 
this League, if expreſſe .as before, have a —_— or ſpirit, more 
orlefle : For as foon as the League is made, the Spirit or Familiar, 
one or morezis familiar , as was before ſufficiently proved-by Saul 
and 7oſtab in the forementioned places, when Witches were known 
to have Familiars , beſides the Confeſſions of Witches lately exe- 
ctted herein expreſſed , and ſo the ata now adays by which, 
after their League made: y work their miſchief, as is Whole 
prov 


proved by their Confeſſions ;'as the ſaid Elizabeth Clark confeſſed, 
who averred that all were Witches who had fach marks as (be ' 
was found withal, and had familiar ſpfrics more or lefle; and thag 
there were ſome which had none 3 which I have found true ; for 
they have onely the brand, or devils mark, as | may fo call it: buc 
for the other, you may obſerve icas a geneta[ rule in all their Con- 
feſſions 3 as Fobn Byſack, alias Gleede , of Waldingfield magna in 
the County of Saffol k,confefſed that the devil came in at his win- 
dow in the ſhape of a rugged ſandy-coloured dog , which asked: 
him to deny God, Chriſt, and his Baptiſm, which he ſpake with a 
great hollow voice 3-and he conſented. Then he ſaid Satan asked. 
him for blood to ſeal and confirm the covenant or agreement; and: 
he bade him take it ; and that Satan with his conſent had, in the. 
ſhape of ſuch a coloured dog, thorow his leather doublet ,. with- 
hisclaw. Then I asked him whereaway Satan had it : and he 
ſaid, From his heart; and that Satan promiſed to free him of hell-- 
torments, and that he would ſend him other things which he muſt* 
ler ſuck his blood, and they ſhoald avenge him of all his enemies.. 
All which he ſaid he conſented to, and was willing withal ; and- 
then ſoon aſter thoſe came, which he called his Imps, and ſucked 
onthoſe marks or teats which I found on his body , neer twenty. 
yeers together , ſometimes once a week , ſometimes once a fort- 
night, which he confeſſed came in the likenefle of Snails , onely 
they differed one from another in colour and bignefſe. Then. I 
asked him how they could ſack on that part of his body Tfound 
the marks on : and he ſaid he uſed to lie down on his right ſide- 
to letthem ſack, and was willing withal : for he confeffed he of- 
tentimes aroſe out of his bed, and made a fire, and lay down by it 
colet them ſuck his blood; which rifing ont of his bed, and fire 
making, his wife averred to be truth-; yet ſhe ſaid ſhe never knew 
orthought him to be ſach a manner of perſon -3 for ſhe faid he 
uſed to tell her he was fick, and uſed to be troubled with a diſcaſe 
which he could-not help himſelf becter for to eaſe himſelf of his. 
pain he uſed to be in, then by that means ,. and could not endure: 
his bed , his pain was ſo troubleſome. But to clear all ſafpicion 
which after might fall on her thereby, ſhe was ſearched;and foutid: 
Clear, and no/'lefſe thought to be by her neighbours before and- 
ſince, as I have heard. He likewife confeſſed his Imps names 
were Sydrake, Ieffry,. Peter, Ayleward, Sacar, and Pyman ; for he =_ ; 
Ix 
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The firſt was to kill all manner of fowls, which was the firlt-he 
,confelſed he employed. The ſecond was to kill ſheep and luch-like 
"catcel. , The third; hogs, and ſuch-like. The fourth, Cows, -and 
{uch-like beaſts. The fifth, all manner of horſes.- And tbe fixch, 

Chriſtians 2 and ſo particularized many miſchiefs he had done. 

-  Sothey have their Familiars, ſome for one thing, and ſorne for 

. another; ſome to help them at their needs, (though many times 
therein they fail chem ) and''others ro-work their miſchiefs-and 
revenge; as.the aforeſaid lobn #ynnicke and many others havecon- 
fefſed. But 1 onely inſtance their Confeſſions in fhore; and but in 

part onely, tending to that Iquote them for as neer as I canz/ For 

Feould adde divers more to this, but many of the other in effe& 
tend to prove this ; ſo do moſt of the Confeſſions little or 

more depend oneupon another :..ſo that 1 do but inſtancepart 
of them,and of the effe& of them, and not the third: part ofthole 

T have ; for if 1 ſhould, Ihave many larger Confeſſions; which 
. perchance might give better ſatisſaftion to ſome : but I'onelyaim 

at the principal heads, and to clear:and make itappear, that what 

' hath been done; hath been ina legal way,and not unjuſtly, as: ma- 
dy have ſurmiſed, but for the good of the Common-wealth,-and 

1 doubt not butagreeable to the Word of God. And that all that 

be.chusin league , (as exprefle or open leagne as aforeſaid ) are to 

be found out and known by theſe evidences , be they of either 

-  ſert, bad, or white or good. Witches ſo called ; ficſh,, by Witches 

marks ,” which are moſt commonly apon thoſe baſer ſorts called 

the bad and curfing Witch 3 and ſo upon the other called the good 

or whice Witch , though not ſo eafily found, (if but onely the 

brand, or devils mark , as it may well be termed ) but the other, 

which the ſpirirs fuck of, are eaſily to be diſtinguiſhed and known 

romp _ the other marks , but yet have as before (if 'an expreſſe 
eague.) - 

"bis isnot to be doubted of; it is the devils. cuſtom to mark 

| his: God will have his mack for his, Ezzk. 9. Rev: 7. the Beaſt 

' - will have his mark, Rev.13. So the devil himſelf will have his 

." mark, as you may ſee as well by the relations and confeſſions of 

Witches, as alfo-the witnefles of many learned men, writing of 

Witches and Witchcraft. Therefore, where this mark is, there is 
| aleague and familiar ſpirits more or lefle ; which marks are tobe. 

found by ſearching. ; Yi Now 
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FE. x99 woof ſome will fay > How ſhalkthey be diſcerned fronr natural 
> Lanſwer : Firſt, as forthat mark which comes by the ſacking 
or by:the drawing of the; ſpirit or familiar, more or lefle, which 
is moſt commonly upon.the baſer ſort called the bad witch, and ſo 

many times upon the other ſo untruly called the gaod or. wh 
witch, forall. witches are bad indeed, though peradventure. for che 
| . moſt part they' have not commonly ſo many Familiars. as: the 0- 
ther, yet Lſay moſt of chem workby Familiars as-well as the 0- 
ther; and ſucklethem likewiſe,though not commonly aboye one, 
| They-are to-be known by theſe tokens, as by the inſenſibleneſſe of 
chem, ſometimes like a lice tear. or big.; that is when, it remains 
as the Imp or Familiar ſucks thereof 2 if oarward, then nothin 
to be diſcerned bart as a little bir of skin, which may be extende 
 anddrawn'out, and wrung, much like the finger of a glove, and 
bs yerylimber, and hath no ſabſtance in it, except it be whencheir 
Imps have'newly ſacked them , and then it maybe there. may. be 
alittle watriſh blood perceived, but may be known from natural 
marks ſeveral ways ;.for it hath no ſcar, but at the very top. a lic- 
tle hole; where the blood cometh out. Bur if it be inward ,..then 
iti» beyondall natural marks, or where no ſach-like; (if. natural) 
equld poſlibly be,and remains but as alittle red {por, much like, or 
lictcle differing from a flea-bite ; onely it is out of. the feſh above 
- te, when asthe other is flat, but this as Hay is out above ic, - with 
a whitiſh end at the top, and may be known both of them by a 
circle. about them ,. much like the circle of a womans breſt which 
hath been ſacked, and-one may diſcern the place where the; blood 
comes out :; and many times it falleth out, if new ſucked, the wa- 
triſh-blood” may be ftroaked out, clpecially in the time they be 
kept, | if the watchers be careful to diſcern when they be. in maſt 
' trouble ,, though their Familiars come never ſo inſenſible :. and 
therein (as before) watching hath is 68 (though not depri- 
ved of-any thing neceſſary,.as before.) the skin may be pul- 
led ane fide from the other, and differeth from the other parts.in 
colour; and remains as if-it were a dead place, and ſo it is inſenfi- 
ble of pricking and other uſage, if it be done in a dire& mnner; 
and ſo maybe eaſily diſcerned from any. natural mark other- 
wiſe, if this were not ſufficient to give ſatisfa&tion, which I doubt 
_ "not butit will, as 1couldotherwiſe expel , if it were neher 
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Jed works 0 if not to ſuffer hero c jor + 
rg known hed I before ber former ſearching, dronghe | 


er ba . acoomerd- to have ſhifted > ſelf, ſhe td 

not been found with the marks, for thar ſhe had a fhife fo- dreſſed, 

char her marks could nothaye been found ar preſent, and.thar- the 
thereby fo eſcaped by the ſame means the former ſearches; hang 

- wasſearched by thofe whictr were the firft that ever to my know- = 
tedvefound any of thoſe marks ; and ſo confeſſed” that ſhe had 
made covenant with the devil, and ſealed it with her blood; and 

.fer a rannd Orothe paper the devil braughr- her; andconfelled = 
her Familiars; witk the worn oe then), andttic-mifchief ſhe had 


ther” 


—_ 
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ther confeſſed, and ſuffeced for theſame. Here you may 
that the diligentnelſe of fearching is a great mateer,, - may ee, 
the chiefeit points af their diſcovery : For- I have obſerved 'this 
ow rea in my herein,thatifall.their- miarks,though 
fees it Rae be mot found, they will hardly confeſſe +/bur © 
= AE yk and the juit number of them more or lefſe 
laid cotheie charges asthey have, icis & great indace- 
ment {@ bring: on; and that hath-rnade me careful 
when apparent marks irende bom ſcen/at firſt; that a ſecond or 
third ſearch bemade : for it isa matter of concernment of life 


Aldgr lch ig be mace in lpion of ſich ae Fette 
in ſach 2 caſe of life and death , for the deteftion of fo great-a 


as now what belongs to an make conſcience to 
perform the (ame likewiſe ; bavy tn ee he beding: able 
of diſcretion.and good carriage 5 for | fear- that nioney 
ſwayed fome, and wane of knowledge others. 

- Sometimes the fleſh is ſunk in a hollow, 9 hae to, when hc jul 
themo#,: and them out with their nails , or otherwiſe cauſe 
them to be off ; as one of Over in Cambridge-ſhi 
felled, it being fo found andlaideo her charge , that the Kg; rt pe 
ur: to:town,. and plucked her marks off the night be+ 
fore, becau © ſhe would not Gi Bk Rems as ſhe confefſed be< 
fore 4 Juſtice of Peace of the ſame town at large , both of the 
Covenant and her Imps, and the harms ſhe didbo both to bim-and 
others by her lr 
_  Butſome will Gy, It is ſtrange they ſhould know when they 
ſhould be-ſearched;/if ir be kepr private. 

Juabbats Leckbbs heprveir  pefracs; te hath Henk othmencl, 
and: as common as.any other thing, as they themſelves have con- 
4efled 2 for ſo did: they of Fenny-Drayton in Cambridge-ſhire, 
who made very large Confeſſions ,' 'as , that the devil told chem 
of gue coming ''to.rown , bat wichal told them earch, 
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ſorts.5: - but view-theſewell, and-next adjacent to: the fleſh 

rn” Ho very ſmall; and bang like achred, bur from thence like a 

ell but fel of it, and is ſhe, andwell nocexrend a 


lfay, > Ie may bearent, and ſoapiccenf ckin may 


be FR , This, hit be nothing but as a akin, yet it com- 
Mack out of ce flpand Ricks out like a-bigor teat, and not 
-hangdown , when I conceive rents. will either hang ;-orlie flat ; 
but if hang, then 1 believe a ſcar is to be ſeen , and: feels fleſhlike 
befides 3 bar theſe have no-ſcar, onely as it-werea little bole on 
the top, where pda blood comes out, which iscaſily tobe dilſcern- 
ed,forTh ed bloodout. . And then likewiſcthey be inſen- 

| other be not But Lconfeſſe,if theſeibe nor $29" 


| | Acfrnwons and Difevonry ft. a7 
the right way, feel it likewiſe." Some have Warts : bucl 
EP tak wel the fleſh as well as the other, but they are 
flatandflcbie, and ſenſible, and will ngt'any way' extend : bur 
far unlike the other, asI will not further” wealys of then. '' :S9me 
have Mona] it istrath, T believe moſt men have, "though they be 
of fe lours ; bat thoſe beflatto thefleſh always, which is 
n like the other, nor will extend, bur is fenfible.. 
Batſome will fay;/lc may be ke the brand-71 2 1 

ni No: for it Aff-reth? as well in colgud;': as —_ it hah 
no circle about it , but is as the reſt of che kin is*on the! other 
parts of the body, onely differs ſometimes in colour, -butnot like 
the other,” and is ſenſible : neither for the moſt a5 have any. of 
the marks of thoſe which have ſuffered been! found » Where there 
were either Warts, Wens; or Mowuls;! or commonly penis, elpecial- 

ly of the men; 

” Bat then ſome will Gy There are Emtod-miarks 4 and: iſs. 

- Tanſiwer True; but the Emrod-marks are upon' the veins, 
though they ifſue out , and are to be diſcerned either by the co- 


_ lour, orby the lying up of 'the veins ;-butif' the'vcins- be down, 


, the colour rewains in'parc , andare tobe known that way : 
But however, they will not extend tobe drawn otit and twiſted, 
as the other will; f atal}, lam furenotſo mach ;- and if a little, 
then it is pain, and the other none: for therein the inienfibleneſſe 
oleers this expreſly z for it cannorbe conceived thit any ſhould be 
nay on their veins; and the" other are meerly ont of the 
fel conceive if they were upon the veitis,, they would 
eek Se they were fucked , and would not eatily be ſtenched a- 
gain ;- neither be they ſo inward as the Emrods marks, except the 
mward-marks; which are beyond then, and where.no - ne 
cauſe catibe of that tglour, and inſenſible ''And as for the Piles, I 
think'this is a ſufficient anſwer. for chat Itkewife ; for they: be out 
"of 'theveins, and are ſenſible without quelijon , and be Har, 7, and 
will not be extended as the other will. 
' And then/ſome others will fay , Bur women. have rents and, 0- 


thermiſcartiages by childe-beartng. -- 


Tanfwer partly af before, and grant it for It 'bat yet if that 
-way\will neither ſcar appeer, nor will it feet fleſhie, but will ic be 
extended as the other ;: admit all this weretrath; I will affirm the 


KC colopr differs,and that there will be no circle about ir,nor twiſted. 
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other places be, or where | haiſters have hea eat: ayer othep 
is for the moſt part rottd; but however, e'hark-a little circle a- 
bourir, a uaccne th 5 ie, asif it were fankin al the circle a= 
bout, and ther within thc? reext adjacent to the clecle; fomewhar 
higher her the fleſhy and harder 3 and in the middle thereof, a lit- 
tle hoſe ot pit fomewhatſank, Thisbrand or mark; if it come to. 
be tried for the inſenfibleneſſe, wt oor be fir; 1f 'care be 
nothadin pricking' of ie; for thonph it be trſenſible a Iicele way, 
Fe is not fo deep irito the fleſh as the others be,but ſhews:Uead- 
mh ek had been ſeared wirh a hoe-irori , and is 
amt pony andin.no ſecrer phacez as the other be , bur 

ET Heelſe irr doth front other; as 1 
mlght omewharinlagy bur I will -xopt-rmokpdo rhe Eſt others 
and raſhly proceed # the diſcovery of fich 

rſons  rongfll » andthen fault me for the inſight ; as hath 
[onks done by ſome, who when they have done chat they 


are not able to ; ve an account of, orrender a reaſon for, or 
chance ſay thoſe de guilty”, -where they finde'ſome other evi 
may be given that > chey de utey; or where money will be Jargely 


given that they are gnilty , when a» if they come to be: further 
queſtioned , - they +, onely fay they be ſuch marks as facy a one 
told me ; amd(o likewiſe can fay;[ have feen ſome have fich marks 
jo the Jail, of his finding ont, or fome who have confeffe;when 
as they themſelves carinot diſtinguiſh betweert natural marks,” and 
thoſe,neither indeed. know them afunder, bat however, know bur 
one fort of the'markyg, and fo let many eſcape, and fear wrong- 
fully thereby, or for lucre, accuſe ; a 7a farfalthingro-be confidered 
of: And thereforeTconceive it were feelings that whertſnchcome 

to their trials in this' kinde', it mighe be done by thoſe'of Bowe 
ledge and diſcretion, and upon. good _— and” nor by every 
light- carriag'dhouſwife, who re re er own ends then 
the life of a Chriſtian ; who can render no picker reafon, but that - 
they do bur what they have learned fom Le ORs fightin, & fo go where 
chep tre (abt $35, Wat whey woull'notdb it; indeed for mo- 
ney, and niot for the $00d”, 'us' may be'ſcen by 
thelr's want of knowlae herein or, as Haid,, it had _ be 
' done 
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done by able, diſcreet, honeſt perſons, for theſe laſt men 


tioned, and upon good grounds , and other cleer evidences con- 
On lh Sg Yer! affi affirm that all that haye theſe, or any of 
theſe marks, are- guilty of Witchcraft, if plainly made appear: for 
I could haye ſpoken; ſomewhat more , boch, of wrongtully accu- 
fing, and 2 onely 1 know ir will then be Jaciged that 1 do 
irto take off all others , andthat none, or but ſuch as 1 like of, 
were fitting todo it, and ſo thereby take all upon my. ſelf; which 
I know. many-in the world will be ready enough to, cenſure of 
me : Pat: for my part, -where one hath the leaſt infighc herein., 1, 
wiſh there were hundreds in all Countries which had the whole, 
and more then any now have z but onely that ſuch as be idle, or 
unconſcionable of their ways , and carelefſe of men and womens 
lives, or at leaſt unskilful in theſe ways, might not be ſuffered. to 
meddle jin ſach, a bufinefſe of concernment of life and death , as 
this is. ' As for this, and the lucre of money! ſhall more fully clear 
vas wa ObjeRion- in the cloſe kereof ,. to. acquit my ſelf 
thereo Ee | | 
Now for the implicite or ſecretLeague;if it be asked what theſe 
be which thus work by Satan: - _.. en —- 
_ --, Tanſwer, in ſomeſorr, by.way of Gamilitude, from the direQion 
of that place in Mark 9..38, 40- and Luke 9-49. For Satan will be 
Gods apein all things whatſoever he can, and therefore will. he 
alſo imicate Chriſt herein. They are ſuch as invocate the devil by 
certain ſuperſtitious forms of words, and prayers, believing that 
theſe means can effe& what they have. offered them! for, and.do 
withal earneſtly deſire to have them effe&tual. Now. the-devil 
herein conſenteth ,” and affordeth his power, at the-utterance of 
the words,to bring thething to.paſſe which isdeliced. Here there- 
fore is'a Covenant and, mutual conſent on bath fides : for if a 
man or woman be content to uſe ſuperititiousforms of invocati- 
on for helpin time of need, and.in uſing them defireth in heart to 
have thething effeCted ; if the devil work the fear, there is a ſecret - 
compa -: for they haye defired, and he hath conſented. They are 
{ach as do know, that neither by Gods work-in nature , nor by 
, Godsordinationfrom his Word, the things they do are warrant- 
able, (but rather hearſuch hinge forbidden) and that they alſo are 
abſurd to:common reaſon , aud. yet, will. do. them zz becauſe they 
finde an &ffet anſwerable to their expeation. 
or Ee he Hereto 


ſeeming, by-heſe imitations,to have Scripture for their-warrant. 
-H 
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Hereto.I might adde the healing of a wound by anointing the 


inſtrument which gave the wound , Spell-ſetters, and Charmers, 


andſuch-like, who many of them are in exprefſle league as afore- 
ſaid - for the devil contenteth himſelf ſometimes, to wir , there 


| | Where he well perceiveth the party will not be brought to the 0- 


ther , and fecs them pleaſe themſelves with hope of iGods mercy, 
employing them onely about ſeeming-good things, for that in-{o 
doing they ſuppoliechey fin not , nor are in danger of the-devil, 
nor under Gods wrath. as the other are ,. becauſe theyfall not fo . 
foully into the pic of deſtruQion by an expreſle league , as the 0- 
.thers do, and make an outward ſhew of Religion'as well as .0- 
thers. w- | 

For what can be ſaid of thoſe who onely-cure diſeaſes by laying 
.on their hands, and uſing certain words or forms of prayers? ls 
it not done by this ſecret CompaQ, though ignorantly they think 
otherwiſe ? For if the remedy be not — then it is ſuperna- 
cural ; if ſupernatural , then either from God, and ſo hath war- 
rant from his Word, and is ordinary, not miraculous ; for:that 
work of God hath ceaſed long fince : orelſe is from the devil, as 
works wrought by Spells and Charms, and ſuch-like , forbidden 
by God.' Yet theſe ſorts of perſons, finding their praticesſuccef- 
fa], arenot againſt Satan, nor can lightly ſpeak ill of his — 
Power, becauſe of their ſecret and implicite league they have wit 
him, and eſpecially becauſe of the profit they finde come to them 
thereby. And herein alſo doth the devil imitate Chriſt, who al- 
lowed ſome , which openly as yet did not follow him, to- have 
power to caſt out devils, Mark 9. 38, 39. who were not,avhe ſaid, 
againſt him, nor could lightly ſpeak ill of hiny,nor of his power, 
by reaſon of their ſecret andimplicite faith , and covenant with 


Chriſt ; yet did it, becan(e they found ſuccefle in it. | 
_ So likewiſe in the Scripture is found the cutting off hair, and 


burning ic, Numb.6. 18. the writing of words, and the blotting 


_ of them out again, and to give them unto one, Numb. 5.23. Al- 


ſo the giving of a portion, Numb. 5. 27. So Satan teacheth his 
to cut off hair and burn it ; as the White-Witch will do-to ſach 


as come to them , atviling them to cut hair, or ſuch-like, off the 


beaſt they ſuſpelt to be bewitched, and to write a Charm, andto 


blot it out , and then give it one ; alſo to uſe portions ; thus 


And 
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 byprayers , and didanoint the party infirm 3. as by ſomething 
" brought them from the fick; and carried to the lick again; Famer. 
Ma; <Y 12. _ by Ah hath _ Hh as wart _—_ to 
care y forms of prayers, and by oils ; andallo by bring- 
ing-ſomething from the ikparty, and bow. rk the ſame back 
A m &7., 190) - h & . ' 


Zo dcLorthy his ſervants raiſed ſome from the dead, 1 Kings 
17.23. As 9.40. and likewiſe Satan maketh ſhew by* his fer- 
vants'to raiſe up the dead, 1 Sam.2$. 
"And asthe Lord maketh ſome to be his, either by his immediate 
inſpiration, and ſpeaking to them, or winneth them to: him by 
bis inftrumencs : ſo Satan maketh fome Witches by inward fug- 
geſtions, and his ſpeaking to them , or by uſing other Witches.to 
_ gain them to him; as you may finde alſo by their Confeflions:And 
that as the Lord ſpake by a beaſt unto a Wiech , Numb.22. 23. fo 
Satan ſpeaketh co Wirches , ſometimes in one thape , and foane- 
times in another, 
So likewiſe, as the Lord ordained Sacrifices to be offered to 
him, Satan hath taught his to do fo too, Numb.23. _ 
And as the Lord promiſed earthly bleſſings, to ſtir up peopleto 
ſervehim ; ſo Saran, as you may finde, is very large in his pro- 
miſes to ſuch as will ſerve him, Matth. 4- Beds 
| 75 | And 


A Confirmation and Diſcavery of Witchcraft. ' $2 
And fo it is/in many. other particulars; azmight well be obſer- 
ved, if you do but rightly oblcrve their Confellions , with their 
carriages, and Satans doings. FINDS wt] wi 
Bu: here ſome will ſay , Is there no other way to finde 'them 
out, but onely by oy ? | 
I anſwer , That is both the moſt ready and certain way , and 
ſuch a way, as that, if chey which undertake it be careful, cheve 
can be no miſtake, eſpecially in thoſe who ſhall be found co have 
the marks ; and for the other , if in expreſle leagne, then by the 
brand; if implicite, then by the aforeſaid reafons , and by their 
carriages.. Yet they may be found by Witches words alſo, as 
when he or ſhe hath been heard to call upon their ſpirits, or to 
ſpeak to them , or talk of them. to any, inticing them to receive 
uch; Familiars. As ſome of thoſe of Rattlefden confeffed that 
they had their Familiars from old mother Orvis 3 fo had Elizabeth 
Clarke from Anne Weſt , and (o had her daughter from her, Anne 
Clarke fromher mother, and her'mother from another; ſo in ma- 
ny other particulars. As alſo, when they have been heard celling 
of killing of ſome man or beaſt, or of che hurting of them 3 or 
when they bave- not onely threatned revenge upon any or their 
- cate], but have told particularly what ſhall happen toſuch:s one, 
andthe fame found true 3. and theis boaſting) afterward thereof. 
Farthermore, if-they have been heard tofpeak af thetr cranfpor- 
tation from home to certain places of their meetings with others 
there , as wasat Manningtree , Burton, Old, Trilbrook-baſbes; 
and.orher places, 121 3} COMSLE 


- Thefe and ſuch. like , as you may finde by their Confeſſions, 
prove a leagne and familiarity alſo with the devil. 

. So ao by Witches deeds , as when any have ſeen them with 
their ſpirits, or ſeen to feed ſame creatures ſecretly ; or where the 
 Wicch hath put ſuch, which may be known by the ſmell of the” 
place for they willRink deteſtably , which wehave often found 
true in the time they have been kept , if their-Imps or Familiars 
cametoſuck inthe mean time, as you: may finde they often have, 
Alſo: when it can he found: that they have made piftares 3 as | 
haye credibly. heard of: one of Yarmouth, who fince the afore- 
mentioned time ſuffered there, and cconfeſfed thao ſhe had made 
a piture.af, wax; or clay,, I do not well: remember which , of che 
propertion.af: a childe which ae 9s intended to work her _— 

$ 2 Cc 
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buried itin aplace,which ſhe then confelſed.; and chac as that con- 
ſumed, ſo ſhould the childe, and did, along cime, as I was told 
-by Maſter Hopkins, who was there, and took her Confeſſion, and 
went: to look for the piture ; and tharthe childe (as I have 
heard) did ſoowafter mend, and grew lufty again. A helliſh in> 
vention. | | | 
And ſo many ſuch Witchery-tiicks, both of this kinde and 0+ 
therwiſe , have thus been lately found out © as, the givingany 
- thing co any man or other creature , which immediately cauſed 
either pains or death ; as was at Brampford and other places ,” as 
you may alſo finde by their Confeſſions. So likewiſe by laying 
on their hands, or by ſome one or more fellow-Witches confel- 
 fing their own Witchcrafc , and bearing witneſle againſt others; 
| fo as they can make good thetruth of their witnefſe , and give 
ſufficient proof thereof, as', that they have ſeen them with their 
ſpirits, or that they have received their ſpirics'from 'them,” as be- 
oreſaid ; or that they can tell when they uſed their Wicchery= 
tricks to: do harm, or joyned with them ; as thoſe of Manning- 
tree and other: places at their meetings uſed to. do : or. thac they 
told then: what harm iy had'done ;' or that they can- ſhew the 
mark apon them, or ſuch-like 3' or by the Witches confeſſing of 
giving their ſouls to thedevil, and of the ſpirits which chey have, 
and how they come by them, and the ſuckling of them! , and ſuch 
other like ways, as you may gather by their Confeſſions. . 
All which, notwithſtanding, principally depends uponſearch- 
| ws 3 . which is the readieſt way to bring-them'to theſe Confel- 
10ns. rare | i 
Alſo-ſome witneſſe of God himſelf happening upon the exe- 
crable cnrſes of Witches upon themſelves , praying God to ſhew 
ſome token, if they be guilty 3 who by bicter curſes upon them- 
ſelves; think thereby-to clear themſelves-: as one Binkes of Ha- 
verill in Suffolk, who confeſſed to me that ſhe was guilty , and: 
amongſt other things told me , that the Fly which was ſeen to 
flie about the chamber, was one of her-Imps ; but defired'to ſpeak 
with one Maſter Faireclotb-, who lived not above two miles , or 
thereabouts, from the Town, being an able Orthodox Divine 3; 
who was immediately ſent for , and came. This woman, not- 
withſtanding her confeſſing to me, denied all to him , _— 


ani wichal,” that" if ſhe were ſuch-a'manner of per- 
ſon”, that the Lord would ſhew an example upon her ; and 
that if ſhe had any Imps, that they would come whilſt he was 
there : preſently after , ſhe cries out, A juſt judgement of 
God, they are come indeed, ſaid ſhe. This Imp, in the fame 
thape it was ſeen formerly flying in the room, was ſeen faſten- 
e+1npon-another place of her body , nor far from the other 
mat ke, but not upon them. and ſo remained above half a quar- 
ter of an hour, till ſome women came neer a quarter of a. 
mile, who ſaw it faſtened on her body , ſhe onely crying our 
to have it pulied off , which at firſt they were fearful co do; but 
at length they wiped it off, as they fay, with a cloth ; and what 
became of it after, they knew nor ; but it had drawn a new 
mark, like the other. | 

Was this woman fitting to live , this evidence, ' with others, 
being againſt her, by credible witneſſes ? I am ſure ſhe was li- 
ving not long fince, and acquitted upon her trial : for ſhe ne- 
ver confeſſed -any more, bur denied what ſhe had .ſormerly con- 


Here you may take notice, firſt, that if they have their Fami- 
liars come to them either before or after confeſſion , they will 
not confeſle till another time, or deny, and therein watching ' 
is of ſome conſequence, till they be examined by a Juſtice of 
Peace, ore)ſe they muſt expe but few confeſſions. This was 
obſerved as well by thoſe at Bury , as indeed for the moſt part 
of all thoſe now Jately dete&ed. Andſecondly, theextreme 
pain-they: put them to, eſpecially when-they firſt draw. their 
marks, as moſt of them generally confeſ{® 

And I have obſerved in the time they have been kept, that 
if their Imps be a ſucking,it is caſte to be diſcerned and known; 
for then they will either covet to ruck or fit down , upon the 

round; or will lie ſhrinking ap: all of a heap, making ſowre 
aces., as if they were in extreme pain: ſo that they may: be 
ealily diſcerned by their carriage and geſtures , whether any 
come to them, or not, while they be kept. 
2 -- I have read that wt _ = cafes, hath been 
ought to a deadparty, who hat aſpeCted to have been 
bewitched by that Witch, to i wo the Let corps ; which 
3 was 
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—_ ſooner touched by the Witch, but the corps bled freſh 
Theſe and fuck-like evidences may ſometimes”, though per- 
Cn] Bens be given from God, when he is pleaſed to 
detet ſuch malefaftors guilty of blood; as well as in other ca- 
ſes of myarther.” ,.. |... ---- by Teng! 
. And thus you may plainly ſee that Witches may be diſcover- 
ed, albeir there be ſome difficulty there , and may likewiſe 
be bronght to confeſſe their Witchcraft ;: as alſo , that there be 
Witches in theſe our days, nay I rather think more frequent 
then formerly : for if Satan be ſuch a powerful deceiver and 
{cducer , who can make an Eve in Paradiſe { being in the ſtate 
of perfe&tion) to believe him, the devil, before God ; can he 
not ſeduce now ? Yes certainly, more deſperately, to manifeſt 
his bloody malice in theſe Iater times. againſt mankinde, and 
ba xe he hath now-adays'Girredup fach, crael Witches os 
Xx Wholly ſet upon revenge, 'tormenting men and women, -at 
their cattel, and making a trade of killing and murdering : of 
which fort the Scripture hardly gives an inſtance, except itbein 
Balaam, hired to.curke Gads people. 5 | re 
Let us therefore learn to follow;the Lord, and hate Witches, 
Wizzards, Magicians, Soothfayers, Fortune-tellers, Inchanters, 
Jagling conn ions, and all others that deal in Sorcery and 
iechcraft, beholding in them a fpe&acle of mans miſery ,: as 
bcing left of God unto the power'af the devil , and ſo be mo- 
ved with compaſſion towards them, and pray for their conver- 
ſions, 6 Pore though they be teft of God for atime, yet 
not all ſo lefe,nor ſo-.dreadfully catched by. Satan, but that they 
may, through the mercy of God, be his ſervants, and convert- 
ed, as none can deny but Manafſeb-was 3 and {o puta difference - 
- between their fearful fin and their perſons ; hate the-one,] but 
not. the other ; hate the one in conſcience to Gods command- 
ment, utterly forbidding to.regard (ſuch, Levit-19: 34- : for it is 
ſpiritual whoredomand defilemzent , Levit. 26: 6,. becauſe ſuch 
as ufed them were Heathens, as, the Egyptians , Canaanites, 
Philiſtines, and Caldeans. Such as in [iracli followed the Hea- 
theniſh cuſtoms, -were wicked and.ungodly;; as Saul, who was 
a myrderer, 1 Sam. 22, a profane. negleReriaf Gods Worſbip, 


1 Chron. 


& 


| ſides examples abroa 


©= winch 


 AConfirmation and Diſc oery of Watcheeaft.. 5 
+ Chron. 13. 3+ and\one whom God hadforfaken, and taken 
his Spirit from, 1 Sam. 16: 14. an evil {pirit Iikewife was up- 
on him , neither did God vouchſaſe hjm- any anſwerby ſatred 
means, 1 Sam. 18. 16. and thereforche fell ro Witches. * | 

And what was Manaſſeb, but an idolater, and an obſerver of 

times, and fo fell to Witchery, and to ſuch as had Familjars ? 
And the people which delighted in theſe , were haters of true 
Teachers, and believed falſe Prophets, Dreamers, and Diviners, 
Ferem. 27-9. and with us , what are they , but vain looſe li- 
vers , ſuperſtitious Neutrals, and ſ{uch-like ? But let them re- 


member, that it will be but bitterneſſe in the end. 


Let Saul and Manefed be a warning to all of this kinde, be- 
» and in Hiſtories , with thoſe amongſt 
our ſelves, which may ſerve to terrifie all good Chriſtians 


from ſeeking unto or regarding ſuch : for it is plainly faid, 


Tve. Lord ſetteth bis face againſt ſuch , to cut them of » Levit. 20, 6, 
And if Gad be againſt them, what may they look for in the 
end, ſeeing the leaft of theſe do intice people fromGod, in 
requiring faith of-them , and do cauſe the people to run a 
whoring after them ? as Moſes ſpeaketh, Levit,'20,' 6. 

Being therefore in league with Satan and abominadle idcla- 
ters, inticing people'from their faith' in God, they are there- 
in worthy to die, or at leaſt to receive puniſhment according 
eo the Statutes ; for many of them are harting Witches , ' as 
well as curing, and' certainly to be difcoyered and known, 
with far lefſe difficulty then the other 3 for they are to be dif- 
cerned by their prafices here , working openly by their cares, 
&c. when as the other work onely ſecretly and in darkneffe. 


And furely Jet no man doubr but that the finding ont of ſach 


miſcreants is an acceptable (ſervice before', God , elfe*why 
thould the Lord have given ſuch command to the children of 
- ge and to have driven out the. Nations from-before them 
or thoſe abominations., and to cauſe his owne people to 
be led into captivity for thoſe fins, threatning PO 
upon them, and likewiſe againit thofe -who ſhould ſuffer an 
ſuch abominations amongit them 3 .as in divers places bot 
in the Prophecies of Jeremiab and Tſaiab , befides many other 


places of Scripture both in the Old and New Teitament, afore- 
| menti- 
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- butrefortunto- them , as in Exod. 20. 6: 
And doth not.the Lord by the Prophet Micab promiſe to 
\ -cut. off Witchcraft out of the land, and that they thould haye 
no more Soothſayers, in the time that he intended to bleſfe a 
Nation? Micab 5.12. . PI 
.... Andin truth, was there no alteration - in England-at the 
beginning and continu:nce of the ſuppreſſion. of this fin, and 
:in ſome. Counties more then vthers ? And-who are they 
that have been againſt the proſecution of , or been partakers 
with ſach , bat. onely ſuch as ( without offence I may ſpeak 
-it be enemies to the Church: of God 2? I dare not; inſtance, 
not onely for fear of offence, but alſo for ſuics of Law; © -.... 
For was there not above fourty in Eflex,. - (as I take it). all 
in Tendring-hundred , there where ſome were diſcovered, - il- 
legally outlawed , contrary to the Law of this Realm,: apon 
a Writ of Conſpiracy ( as I have been credibly informed.) I 
being one of the number, as I was likewiſe; informed by. ſome 
which were my neighbours when I lived there, by the-means 
of 'one; who is reported to have been one. ef the: greateſt a- 
gerits in Colcheſter-buſineſſe, within the Town 3 when as there 
was never any. notice given to any upon the Proclamations, 
as ought, Iam ſure ? _ This man, .wich another who is like- 
- wiſe. reported to have been fellow-agent, with him -in that 
bufinefſe, and the rwo chiefeſt in it , was the cauſe that ſome 
were not queſtioned in that Town. : but for his part, I ſaw 
| him labonr and; endeavour all he could to keep this, woman, 
whom! he ſo much held withal from her legal Trial , :and 
* likewiſe heard him threaten. both me and all. that bad. given 
evidence againſt her , or informed what manner of: woman 
ſhe had been in her. lite and converſation.,' to their know- 
ledge, or as they had heard : Yea, as | fince have heard, the 
was .condemned at ther Aflize, and by. wg ocurement re- 
rv Since which time , on her behalf, this hath been 
one. £ Ta Ro SIG EE, ; 
Was not this ,an animation to all ſach people*in-thoſe 
,parts, when ſo many Gentlemen and Yeomen-thereabouts 
| NE” | / . ſhould 


o 


\ 


n * - 
FF 2 ” " 
be £ L prey 54/57 air 5 C8 4 ” 


——_—_— ——. 


4 Bae Ry : oo i ig v5 
5, M2 & ts T 


6 


"We 97 bal * Ws 3 Wy "a : i 35 4 8g _— Fs 
f Fay "4 F? A * 4 


5. % SY "ew F "> ; ; os & ; - * Tl =, < © po 5. ha RF. þ X ' : _ ay 
-hoyldbe thus quelijoned fortefiifying their knowledge? And — 
Was,it nota fit obj 


& for rhe devil ,- co'work upon others? 
Let the world judge. Forl have heard tnany-of them ſay, that 


; the devil hath inticed the to Wicchcraft by ſome Sermons 
they have heard preached ; as when Miniſters will preach of 
. the power of the devil , and histormenting the wicked, and 


ſuch-like : as 1 have heard ſome ſay ( 1 will not ſay, in the 
place where ] now live) that the devil will fit and laugh at ſuch 
and ſach offenders when he torments them, and will jeer at 
themin tormenting them , when he hath got them. A fearful 
thing! whenas the devil is tormented himſelf, and torment- 
eth none ; for it is the wrath of Godfor finscommicted , and 
the judgements of God for his mercies abuſed. | 
Theſe and ſuch-like ſpeeches, I have keard them ſay, the de- 
vil hath made uſe of to perſwade them to Witchery ; coming 
to them, and asking them , How do you think to be ſaved? 
for yourſfins are ſo. and ſo, ( as he can ſet them out large e- _ 
nough ) and you heard the Miniſter. ſay that T will tormenc 
you: Give me your ſoul:, and agree with me, and I will free 
you of hel]-torments. Ignorant people have been thus ſedu- 


.ced. Therefore it bchoves all to be careful in giving the devil 


the leaſt advantage', and to pat a difference between their fear- 
ful fin and their perſons , hating the one', but nor the other, 
for that by corrupt nature we are no lefle apt to be miſled by 
him then they, walking in fins and treſpaſſes, Epbeſ.2.1. 


.. - Butin obedience to the Law of 'God,, and accompliſhment 
_ of all things in the Scripture contained, ſuch ought not-to live 


amongſt-us', leſt the Lord-ſhould deal with us as he did: with 
others'for the ſame abominations 3 much lefſe ſhould any har- 
bour ſuch thoughts, as that there are notany : for did nor the 
Lord leave ſome of the nations, to try and prove Iſrael ? Fudy. 
2. and 3: and dothnot S- Fobn ſay, (Matth. 3:7.) Ogeneration 
of wipers , who bath warned you to flee from the wrath to come ? Do 
not they , when they-covenant with the devil to free them of 
hell-rorwents, who cannot. free himſelf of them, flee ( as 
much as, in them lieth) from the wrath to come? | 

As for you that are of ſuch an-opinion, ſurely, if neither 
all. the threatnings and judgements " God againſt ſach-, be- 
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Sp rhinksthe mercies of God ſhould, in that fith of Micab 3 for ic 


is undeniably true; chac chere was, is, and: ſhall be Witches, 
ill Gbrifts conqueſt there ſpoken of, agreeable with that fn 
Revel. 20. iy 2, 3.* which as yet cannotbe : for wichout doubc 
the devil is butte-in' deceiving of Nacions , and that not bnely 
ſach as know'not Chriſt , but others alſo 3 which could not 
be, if he.were bound ; nor the Jews or other Nations ſtilf to 
come : buc other places of Scripture would be contradited. 
And therefore every one maſt conclude with me, that(as'yee ) 

of Witchcraft there is no end.” 4 2153” : 


-Now whoſoever thou beeſt that thinkeſt 1 ever made ſach 
gain of the way, or favoured any, and perſecuted others ,. or 
took bribes, I call-God to wirnefſe, that confidering the charge 
of going to ſeveral places. and Allizes , and Goal-deliveries, 
and the cime 1 exp: thereabouts, I never , one time with 
another, got ſo m ay my Calling und Pra&ice, co-- 
wards the maintenance of my family. And as for taking ar 
money, or other thing, by way of bribe or gift,1 never did; to. 
the value of one peny , neither one way nor other, but whar 
I openly took-in the view- of the Town where 1 came”; 
and thar iin many places I never received Pony as yet, nor any 
att like, notwithftanding I have hands for ſarisfaftion, 

' T ſhould fue 3- but many rather fall upon me for what hath been 
received :- but1 hope ſuch Suits will be difanaulled,, and thar 
where 1 have been out moneys for Towns in charges and other- 

_ x _ wile taken , thac I may be ſarisfied and 
- paid with reaſon. or ever accufing one wrongfiz ly 1 
conſcience is clear before the Almighty : and 1 ory 
equal puniſhment ro all thac were guifry , or at feaſt, if any fa- 
vour , that ir might be to thoſe who confeſſed : bne thoſe fit 
ſuffered, and others, though never ſo cuilty, eſcaped. The rea- 
ſon why I did thus, was , becauſe I deſired & to Gtitfic the 
world in this particular, that it maſt needs be a great error 
to a and home gti others at all , as before men- 
tioned, they being all guilty altke. - _ Wag TOE ECE 
- | Andin truth, concerning hin who is dead, who likewiſe 

; | Wag 


% 


was an agent in the buſineſſe , for my part , I never knew that. 
he either unjuſtly favoured any, or received bribes, or uſed ſach - 
extremity as was reported of him ; onely at firſt, before he or 
I ever went, many Towns uſed extremicy of themſelves, which 
after was laid on us. And1 do not deny bur at firſt he might 
watch ſome ; but to my knowledge, heſoon left it, or at leaſt 
in ſuch a way as not to make them uncapable : but if he 
ever did at firſt , evidence was not taken till after they -reſied. 
And for my part, I never watched any at firſt, ſo as any way 
at af to diſturb them in their brains ; but when ſome have 
been watched before I have come to them , 1 have cauſed them 
to take their reſt , before | would ever queſtion with them : bur 
now lately , and ever ſince the Michaelmas after the firſt begin- 
ning, I never uſed any bur as aforeſaid , with conſent of the 
aſtices, and not otherwiſe, nor ever did. But to my know- 
edge, we have been both mach injured in words, and he lince 
his death : buc I am certain ( notwichſtanding [whatſoever 
hath been ſaid of him ) he died peaceablyat Mann after 
a long fickneſſe of a Conſumption , as many of | 
on had done before him , wichout any 
for what he had done, as was falſly reported of him 
though many of theſe things may ſeem very t 
ly to be believed , yet this is the very truth ; that he was 
ſon of a godly Miniſter, and therefore withont doubt with- 
in the Covenant. Therefore let no man take upon him either 
to ſpeak or write@ore then he knowerth to be truth ; for this I 
am able to manifeſt and prove to be truth. 
 - And (o I leave my ſelf to the cenſure of the world, yet 
delice it might be left to the Almighty , who knoweth the ſe- 
crets of all hearts: For , bleſſed are they that do bis command- 


ments , Revel. 22. 14. 


FINIS. 
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